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African American 
Heritage Festival & 
Parade kick off to 
holiday weekend 


NEWARK—On Friday, May 
5th the African American 
Heritage Parade Committee 
joined forces with WLIB and 
converted the Terrace Ballroom 
into a cultural oasis. Heritage 
Night conveyed the theme of 
Our Culture...Our Future ‘in 
both content and audience par- 
ticipation. The evening was the 
first in a series of family orient- 
ed events the Parade Committee 
will implement to celebrate 
African-American Heritage. 


Candidates debate profiling 


By Ralph Siege 


New Jersey (AP) — The close 
confines of a radio studio did nat 
dampen the vigor with which 
Jim Florio and Jon Corzine 
hacked at each other Monday in 
the second of their debates in the 
Democratic primary for U.S 
Senate. 


As in the first debate last 
week in a New Jersey Network 
studio, Florio seized on the 
chance to get at his wealthy 
opponent in person. 

Unlike last week, however, 
Corzine offered stiffer opposition. 
He was composed, dealt out 
direct replies to Florio's attacks 
and made clear statements on 


The evening was 
the first in a series 
of family oriented 
events the Parade 
Committee will 
implement to 
celebrate 
African-American 
Heritage 


The evening was highlighted 
by an array of cultural presenta- 
tions and performances. The 
Newark Youth Steelpan 
Ensemble was, exceptional and 
radio personality and spiritual 
leader Minister Conrad 
Muhammad was both knowl- 
edgeable and entertaining. 
Honor was given to God 
Libation presented by the 
Seventh Principle Dance who 
also dazzled the audience with 
their performance of African 
dance, drum and music. The 

Liturgical 
Community 
Church of God in Plainfield, NJ 
also provided an outstanding 
performance. 

The event was sponsored by 


Honor was given 
to God by Libation 
presented by the 
Seventh Principle 
Dance who also 
dazzled the 

audience 


Shoprite and United Way of 
Essex. Community Service 
Awards were presented to 
Newark students as is an annu- 
al tradition of the Parade 
Committee. This ‘award is pre- 
sented annually in tribute to 
lifetime community activist, 
journalist and 1997 Heritage 
Parade Grand Marshall Connie 
Woodruff. This award is pre- 
sented to a deserving student 
from the Performing and Visual 
Arts Department from each of 
Newark’s High Schools. 

The Community Service 
Awards were presented to: 
Renee Battle, Arts High School; 
Marquise Ross, Technology High 
School; Erin Rivers, University 
High School; Charlene Reaves, 
Weequahic High School: 
Chardon Mitchell, West Kinney 
High School; Melissa Jacobs, 
West Side High School; Ana 
Rivera Science High School, 
Karen Yamadjako, 
High School; Lydi 
Central High School; Angella 
Othieno, East Side High School; 
Chaz Moses Malcolm X Shabazz 
High School; Mikisha Smith, 
Montgomery High School. 

‘he Committee has also 
instituted a tradition of annual- 
ly presenting Brotherhood & 
Sisterhood awards. This honor 
is bestowed besa individuals 


Beath care, polic: e S distanta, 


The biker phenomenon is on! 
Mother's ki Bike Ce kicks off riding season 


who turned out for this event 


‘ abe: 
Marilyn Ce Cooke m3 on her Harley Davidson softail bike, which she named ‘The Beast’ 


and Social 


racial profil- 
ing by state 
troopers 
during his Jim Florio File photo 
term as gov- 

ernor from 1990 to January 
1994. 


“I don’t really think this was 
an issue that was addressed ade- 
quately under the governor's 
tenure,” Corzine said, noting 
that two Newark leaders, Mayor 
Sharpe James and U.S. Rep. 
Danald: Payat bAiught ihel eud 


fiey Gibbs and his son Rodney Gibbs, Jr. were among thousands of bikers 


Photo by William E. Frazier 


said he did 
address 
racial dis- 
crimination 
with execu- 
tive orders that reduced the 
number of reported incidents. He 
¢laimed the incidents increased 
again only in 1995 after Gov 
Christie Whitman had taken 
$e. 


Jon Coraine File photo 


See DEBATE, Page A8 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


When you think Mother 
Day you think flowers, gift 
“and the many valuable lessons 
you learned from mom. But for 
over 25 years thousands have 
flocked fo Springfield Ave, in 


s 


phenomenon p 
their bikes ble 
Pio peptous, oecasion 
Bikers’ trom the tri-state 
area who go by the names of 
Gator, Mi inight, and Wild se 
along with club members fi 
the\“Buffalo Soldiers” and The 
Sober Disciples” turned out this 
year in record numbers — it w: 
estimated that during the da 
over 2000 bikes made a pit stop 
at the Newark Knights 
Motorcycle Club, which has 
beenJ in. existence for over 27 
yearg, and where the event took 


placf 

“Initially the guys wanted 
something that would spiritual- 
ly ¢onnect them to having a 


See BIKERS, Page B1 
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Klansmen charged in 
‘63 church bombing 


By The Associated Press 


Former Alabama Attorney 
General Bill Baxley was 21 when a 
bomb at Birmingham's Sixteenth 
Street Baptist. Church killed four 
black girls one Sunday 1963, a stark 
punctuation to the civil rights strug- 
gles in the South and elsewhere. 
~The killing of those little girls 
stayed on my mind trom the day it 
happened to the day that 1 became 
attomey general in 1971,” Baxley 
said. “I made a pledge that 1 was 
going to do something about it,“ 

Baxley reopened the case the day 
after he took office. The probe result- 
ed in the conviction of Ku Klux Klan 
member Robert Chambliss. The only 
man ever convicted of the bombing, 
Chambliss died in prison. 

The conviction didn’t boost 
Baxley’s popularity in some factions. 
“You will pay in hell, I am sure,“ one 
letter to Baxley read. “`I will be home 
in Alabama come election time. My 
money and my time will be spent 
against you.“ 

It didn’t bother Baxley, bu the 
fact that only Chambliss was convict- 
ed haunted him. `I knew what I was 
doing was right,” he said. `I just wish 
we had been able to do more.“ 

Nearly 37 years after the fatal 
bombing, two longtime suspects are 
in à Birmingham jail, charged with 
eight counts of murder — two for 
each of the victims: 11-year-old 
Denise M and’ 14-year-olds 
Cynthia Wesley, Addie Mae Collins 
and Carole Robertson. 

Former Klansmeii Bobby Frank 
Cherry, 69, 0t Mabank, gni and 
Thoitias Edwin Blanton Jr., 61, “oF 
Birmingham ne an initial NA 
anee in court 


There is no doubt in 
my mind that the four peo- 
ple who set off that bomb 
that killed those little girls 
have either been convicted 
and are dead, or either sit 
in jail waiting for trial. 
There are others who know 
about the incident ...” 


Wearing pink-and-orange striped 
jail pants and shirts, the two were 
brought in court amid heavy security 
and handcuffed at the wrists. They 
told Jefferson County District Judge 
Pete Johnson they understood the 
charges against him, although Cherry 
protested his innocence before attor- 
ney Rodger Bass silenced him with a 
hand on Cherry’s shoulder 

The two, the last living suspects 
in the bombing — a fourth, Herman 
Cash, died in 1994 — surrendered to 
authorities May 17 after a grand jury 
returned indictments against them, 
stemming from a reopening of the 
case in 1997, They are currently being 
held without bond 

Defense attorneys said they were 
concemed about the strain on both 
men, who have protested their inno- 
cence. “He's ready to get this over 
with,” said lawyer John Totten of 
Blanton, 
Near Cherry’s home in Texas, 
bors said they were shocked at 
st of a man they said never 


discussed pol- 
ities or race, 
who was help- 
ful and friend- 
ly. Cherry 
moved to 
Texas in the 
1970s. 

“He said 
one time that 


politics, but 
that was all he 


Cynthia Wesley 


said,“ said 
William 
Turner, who 


said he often 
drank coffee 
with Chetry 
on the porch 

“When I got 
sick with can- 
cer, he and his 
grandson 
came over and 


Carol Robertson 


replaced all 
the carpet in 
my living 
room” 
Blanton, 
described as 
quiet by his 
landlord, -is 


the son of one 
o f 


Birmingham’s ‘Denise McNair 
most notori- 
ous racists, 


Thomas 
Blanton Se 
i, he 
worst racist in 
the city was 
Chambliss, 
but the funner- 


Addie Mae Collins 
a 


Birmingham attomey. He admitted to 
“a twinge of sympathy" for the 
younger Blanton, explaining, “how 
else are you going to turn out?" 

The two will be tried by U.S. 
Attomey Doug Jones, who was given 
special permission by current 
Alabama Attomey General Bill Pryor 
to appear in state court. 

Jones said he was only 9 at the 
time of the bombing, and `I had base- 
ball on my mind and not murder 
cases.” 

s a young law student, he 
remembered skipping class to attend 
Chambliss’ trial. He has been 
involved in the renewed investigation, 
triggered when the FBI received a tip. 

“I cannot, and will not, talk about 
the evidence we've got in this case,” 
Jones said. 

“But this was a tragedy of monu- 
mental proportions. It will be impor- 
tant for the community to try this 
case. This is not about Doug Jones ... 
this is about four young girls being 
killed.” 

Baxley said he's confident Jones 
will convict Cherry and Blanton 
“There is no doubt in my mind that 
the four people who set off that bomb 
that killed those little girls have either 
been convicted and are dei 
sit in jail waiting for trial” 
“There are others who know about the 
incident ... and I hope their con- 
science will never let them have 
peace.” 


Newark doctors receive Essence Award for Building a Better World’ 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


“A Cause to Celebrate: Building a 
Better World” is the theme of this year’s 
Essence Awards, which will air on May 
25, at 8 p.m. on Fox 5. Three of this year’s 
honorees, Sampson Davis, Remeck 
and George Jenkins could not have script- 
ed a better theme to describe their journey 

— from “boys in the hood” to physicians. 

The ties that bind these three doctors 
are no different from those that oft times 
bind gang members together — love, sup- 
port, and having each other’s back. But 
instead of going down the stereotypical 


whose 
the credence “I am my brother's 
keeper”. The Brotherhood & 
Sisterhood Awards were pre- 
sented to: Dimitrice Blackmond, 
Mentor, Hawkins Street School; 
Linda Beckerman, Mentor, Peshine 
Ave. School; Anna Stathis, Mentor, 
Belmont/West Runyon St. School; 


‘See AAHPC, Page A8 


the streets of Newark make a 


become doctors and SUCCEED!” K story 
too good to be true, the kind Hollywood 
b Parlay into a box-office hit — “Phoenix 

Rising” or something along these lines 


oad airing daily in the 
sok tomniunity A aaas an an 
violence, Drs. Davis, Hunt, and Jenkins 
decided to embark on the road less trav- 
sled, or not often read about in the head- 
lines of Black America: “Black boys from 


unt, 


pact to 


Drs. Sampson Davis, George Jenki 
medical school to become doctors, 
might make for a catchy title. Rising from 
the ashes of deprivation and poverty. 
From the mire of what some envision 
urban living to be, Drs. Davis, Hunt, and mes: 


li Essence honorees. 


and Remeck Hunt are friends who made a pact to attend 


Jenkins, are reaching out to children as a 
beacon of hope and change. They embody 
the spirit of “keepin” it real.” And this 
ge is translated as they make their 


Photo by Dan Katz 


rap music pumpin’, 
candid one-on-one interview. These guys 
are the 2000 version of television’s 
“Trapper John M.D.” with his Bohemian 
sidekick Gonzo, who back-in-the-day was 
about “keepin’ it real” while tending to the 
less fortunate. Hey maybe we're talking a 
TV series here. 

Dr. Davis, who is in his first year res- 
idency, along with Drs. Je! 
has been rotating from various hospitals 
throughout the greater Newark area. 
Presently he’s on 24-hour call every other 
day in Trauma Services at the University 
Medicine and Dentistry, of New Jersey 
(UMDNJ), where all three graduated from 
in 1999 (Drs 
UMDNJ-Robert Wood John Medical 
School, with Dr. Jenkins from UMDNJ 
Dental School). Dr. Davis, who is starring 
in the real-life version of “ER” had siblings 


rounds speaking to elementary children 
by conducting motivational workshops. 

e still wear the Timberlands, drive 
around with tinted windows and listen to 


said Dr. Davis in a 


ns and Hunt, 


Hunt and. Davis from 


See EXAMPLE, Page B2 
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"WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 


LINCROFT - The Monmouth County 
Park System has scheduled a “Rare 
Bird Expedition’at 7:30 am. For fur- 
ther information, call (732) 842-4000. 


THURSDAY, MAY 25 


MONTCLAIR - The Office of the 

‘ounty Clerk will be at the Municipal 
Building at 6:30 p.m. For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 621-4915 


NEWARK - New Jersey Institute for 
School Innovation hosts an early child- 
hood education lecture. For further 
information, call (973) 621-6631 


LINCROFT -The Monmouth County 
Park System offers outdoor climbing at 
6 p.m. For further information, call 
(732) 842-4000. 


MANASQUAN - The Monmouth 
County Park System will host a nature 
program at 10:30a.m. For further infor- 
mation, call (732) 842-4000. 


BERKELEY HEIGHTS - Runnelis 
Specialized Hospital will sponsor a 
linen sale from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. For tur- 
ther information, call (908) 771-5730. 


SATURDAY, MAY 27 


JERSEY CITY - Applications for the 
annual statewide New Jersey Music 
Competition are now being accepted. 
For further information, call (201) 963- 
1216, 


TUESDAY, MAY 30 


JERSEY CITY - New Jersey City 
University will hold a women's self- 
esteem program at 4:30 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, call (201) 200-3189 


TUESDAY, MAY 30 (THROUGH 
JULY 25) 


MIDDLETOWN - Monmouth County 
Park System will hold a step aerobics 
class from 5:40 to 6:40 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, call (732) 842-4000. 


LINCROFT - The Monmouth County 
Park System hosts a women’s canoe 
clinic and river trip, from 5:30-7 p.m 
For further information, call (732) 842- 
4000. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 


WESTFIELD - National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence of 
Union County hosts a conference for 
World No Tobacco Day. For further 


information call (908) 233-8810. 


Gwendolyn Brooks, poet and 
novelist, was the first black to win 
a Pulitzer Prize for poetry and in 
1976 she was the first black 
woman to be inducted into the 
National Institute of Arts and 


Letters. oe 


REV. JESSE JACKSON 


Jesse Louis Jackson was the 
first black American to be a non- 
symbolic candidate for the presi- 
dential. nomination. Jackson 
launched a major voter-registra- 
tion drive among black Americans 
and toward the end of the year 
declared his candiacy for the 
Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion. Jackson finished a strong 
third in the 1984 election. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 1 


NEWARK - The gospel show “His 
Woman His Wife” will be showing at 
Newark Symphony Hall, through June 
4th. For further information, call (973) 
643-8009. 


TENAFLY - The African Art Museum of 
the SMA Fathers presents: “Eloquent 
Threads: The Language of African 
Costumes and Textiles” For further 
information, call (201) 541-1280. 


LINCROFT - The Monmouth County 
Park System will sponsor an infrared 
photography class from 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
For turther information, call (732) 842- 


THURSDAY JUNE 6 


NEWARK - The Newark Literacy 
Campaign seeks volunteers to become 
reading partners, trom 6:10-8:10 p.m. 
For further information, call (923) 623- 


SATURDAY, JUNE 3 


NEWARK - The New Jersey Historical 
Society presents “Culture and 
Commitment,” at 10 am. For further 
information call (973) 596-8500. 


NEWARK - The New Jersey Historical 
Society presents “Tavern Games” from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m 
For further information, call (973) 596- 
8500. 


JERSEY CITY - Auditions will be held 
for the Annual Statewide New Jersey 
Music Competition. For further intor- 
mation, call (201) 963-1216. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Museum of 
The American Hungarian presents 
their 25th Annual Hungarian Festival 
from 11 am. until 8 p.m. For further. 
information, call (732) 775-3837. 


LOCUST - The Monmouth County 
Park System presents “Ow! Hoots.” 
For more information, call (732) 842- 
4000. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 3 - 24 


COLTS NECK -The Monmouth County 
Park System will hold in-line skating for 
adults, from 12:30 - 1:45 p.m, For tur- 
ther information, call (732)842-4000 


UPPER FREEHOLD - The Mommoth 
County Park System will host 
“Papermaking Workshop,” from 10 
a.m.-noon. For further information, call 
(732) 842-4000. 


W.E.B. DuBois 


HARRY BELAFONTE RECEIVES 
HONORARY DEGREE 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Entertainer Harry 
Belafonte couldn’t resist. “Daaay-oh!” he sang to the 
cheers of 165 graduates and their families and 
friends attending commencement exercises this 
month at Fisk University. The man known for his 
famous “Banana Boat Song” was given an honorary 
degree from the predominantly black, private school 
for his work as a fund raiser for Martin Luther King 
Jr. and as a goodwill ambassador for the United 
Nations International Thildren’s Education fund. 

In his acceptance speech, Belafonte said his 
involvement in social causes was one reason he 
became a singer and actor. “Use your voice to articulate on behalf 
of those who cannot articulate on behalf of themselves,” he said. 

He lamented the high crime rate among blacks and said more 
prisons are being built than schools. He also said too many blacks 
are not familiar with their African heritage. 

“As I look upon this class of 2000, I understand that the gener- 
ation before - my generation - has not delivered the world that we 
fantasized about,” he said. 

Belafonte urged the graduates to help those who are suffering, 
including children orphaned by the AIDS epidemic in Africa and the 
civil war in Sudan. 

He ee the efforts of other civil rights leaders and 

to make a d in their own way. 

“It is ee just to be who you are and to be that way with 
honor, dignity and integrity - and with a commitment to the cause 
of freedom and justice,” he said. 


CELEBRITY NEWLYWED 


LaFace Records singer Shanice Wilson 
recently married actor-comedian Flex, best 


A PRODICAL PRINCE RETURNS 


The ‘Artist’ formerly known as 
prince has made a change back to his 
old handle. You may once again refer 
to him as ‘Prince. 


CHANHASSEN, Minn. (AP) - Fans of 
rock musician Prince will have a chance to 
see where the artist works when he opens 
his Paisley Park studios for a weeklong 
celebration. 

From June 7 to June 12, fans can take a tour of Paisley Park 
in this Minneapolis suburb, where Prince has made many of his 
records and videos. The $70 half-hour tours will move through 
the recording studios, personal offices, wardrobe room and 
soundstages, according to a news release from his publicist. 
Prince will not conduct the tours himself. 

Each night, ticketholders also can attend parties that will 
include Prince concert footage and live performances by “sur- 
prise musical guests,” the release said. Visitors also will be asked 
to vote on which of his unreleased songs should be included on 
future albums. “He’s been wanting to do this for a while,” said 
Jacqui Thompson, a Paisley Park official. 

Billed as “Prince: A Celebration,” the week’s events end with 
his first summer concert at Northrop Auditorium in Minneapolis 
on June 13. 


And then there’s... 


RAY CHARLES TO OPEN AT NEW 
UNIVERSITY PERFORMANCE HALL 


CONWAY, Ark. (AP) - Musician Ray Charles 
will be the opening act at the new Donald W. 
Reynolds Performance Hall this fall at the 
University of Central Arkansas. 

The performance hall, which is scheduled for 
completion this month, is being built with a $5.6 
million grant that the university received from the 
Donald W. Reynolds Foundation of Las Vegas 

University President Winfred Thompson said 
Charles has signed a contract to appear at the uni- 
versity. 

The hall is part of a $22 million telecommuni- 
cations complex, which also includes a new UCA 
mass communications center, a conference center 
funded by Conway Corp. and new studios for the 
Arkansas Educational Television Network. 

The complex is located west of the AETN stu- 
dios on Donaghey Avenue. Plans call for the per- 
formance hall to be complete this month, the 
AETN section to be complete in September, and 
the UCA mass communications center and the city 
center to be complete in January. 


for the show, 
Outerspace,” which co-starred Darryl M. 
Bell, who played Ron Johnson (Dwayne 
Wayne’s best friend) on “A Different 
World.” 


Mail your gossip to: City News 
111 Mulberry Street, Suite 1F 
Newark, NJ 07102 


‘One ever feels his two-ness-—an 
American, a Negro; two souls, two 
thoughts, two unreconciled strivings, 
two warring ideals in one dark body, 
whose dogged strength alone keeps it 
from being tom asunder’ 


CiryvNews 


We realize that our future lies chiefly in our 
own hands. We know that neither institution 


nor friends can make a race stand unless it 
has strength in its own foundation; that races 
like individuals must stand or fall by their 
own merit; that to fully succeed they must 
practice the virtues of self-reliance, self- 
respect, industry, perseverance, and economy. 


— Paul Robeson 


City News 
| together 


for and by the black 


.help- 
ing to bring us 


Become informed about the issues, 
| concerns and achievements weekly. | 4 
City News stands as an intelligent City, State, 
sensible and motivation voice of, 


City NEWS SUBSCRIPTION 


Yes! | want to subscribe to City News to become 
more informed on the issues and achievements of 
black people. Enclosed is my check for $39 for 52 
issues of City News. 

ame. 
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in New Jersey. 


— 1 yr-$39  _ 2 yrs-$70 __3 yrs-$90 
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ORACLE CORP. CHAIRMAN 
UNVEILS CHEAP INTERNET 
DEVICE 


machine Monday pei at tthe educa- 
tion and consumer markets. 

sentation was made before an audience 
of students at a performing arts high 
school in Dallas. 

Calling it “this amazing $199 computer,” 
Elison said the device” is going to allow 
sto put a computer on every child's 

desk" by 2005, 

Five years ago, Oracle and Sun 
Microsystems ine. joined to create so- 
called network computers for business 
customers. The machine was a com- 
merci 

Greg Blatnik, an analyst with Zona 
Research, said the earlier $500 com- 

puter was designed mostly to break the 
grip of Microsoft Corp.'s Windows oper- 
ating system on corporate America’s 


sktops.. 
This machine, he said, might be better 
targeted. 
“We've got many examples of Internet 
appliances that are at least finding 
some niche in the market, sometimes a 
substantial niche,” Blatnik said 

need products that are prety 
solid and failure-proof ... These t 
devices fit into that market really de] E 


JACKSON: HELE SE UN 
PEACEKEEPERS IN 
SIERRA LEONE 


WASHINGTON (NNPA)—The Rev. 
Jesse Jackson has called for the lead- 


Nations (UN) peacekeepers that have 
been missing in Sierra Leone since last 


‘The RUF has been accused of taking 
acekeeping troops who are 
in Sierra Leone to oversee the rebel's 


Against the rebel group oitside the, 
home of “oday Sank 
Four owiane, MoM a ss ony 
as 60 were wounded during the inci- 


jent 
As both the U.S. and U.K. advised their 
nationals to leave the country and as 
Sierra Leoneans in the capital city, 
Freetown, prepare for a similar exodus, 
Jackson called for calm and a peaceful 
conclusion tothe recent conflict. 
Jackson said the signing of the Lome 
Accords was only a first step in the 
path toward peace. He suggests that 
now the difficult task of impl 

the peace plan and getting past the 
unavoidable obstaci 

il we had every moral cBigation to 
defend the people in Koso 


morally repugnant for us to ignore t the 
itation in Sierra Leone,’ 

explained. “Yet, o Ine more than 8.000 

UN, peacekeeping troops in Sierra 

Leone, none of them are from the U.S 

or any other NATO country” 


KEYES: RACIAL ISSUES 


HAVE NO PLACE IN DEBATE 
OVER SCHOOL PLEDGE 


TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — Presidential 
candidate Alan Keyes on Monday con- 
mned black lawmakers who oppose 
a measure to require schoolchildren to 
recite part of the Declaration of Inde- 
e each morning 
8 said he had a difficult time 


as crucial to ending slavery in 


America, 
“It has been the key, the source of 
rce of the 


Cardinale, R-Bergen, tried to revive his 
effort to get the school pledge measure 
by the Senate. 
it was posted for a vote in March, but 
was tabled ater Cardinale ost votes 
because of opposition from black sena- 
tors. They objected to the clause that 
says, “All men are created 
because when the declaration was writ- 
ten, that basic democratic principle did 
not apply to black 
Cardinale assembled a small group of 
clergy, lawyers and a corrections offi- 
cer, who all spoke about the merits of 


Cardinale said he hoped the show of 


histone document that should be taught 
in its proper context ... Rote reci held 
subliminally infuses in our young pec 

le a very different history than hat is 
the reality of America. 
The legislation, which has been kicking 
around the Statehouse for 13 years, 
would require children in grades three 
through 12 to recite the following por- 

the historic document: 

‘old these truths to be self evi- 
t, that all men are created equal, 


men, deriving their just 

{from the consent of the governed.” 
The bill would also require school dis- 
tricts to teach students about the docu 
ment, explaining the historical context, 
such’as why it refers only to men, and 
that it was written while slavery was 

ccepted in the United States, 


ers 


children. They say the recitation will be 
coupled with 
meaningful. 


sons, making it more 


It's the Law and 
it saves lives 


Clinton urges support for international 
family planning and reproductive health 


eee left ae Secretary io le Albright, President Clinton and Dr. Enyantu Ifenne, Country Director for CEDPA-Nigeria (Center for 


cl ee D. C. — This 
month in a White House ceremo- 
ny marking World Health Day, 
President Clinton will recognize 
the critical role that family plan- 
ning plays in saving the lives 
and protecting the health. of 
women around the world. He will 
call for action to address the fact 
that every day, at least 1,600 
women around the world die 
from the complications of preg- 
nancy and childbirth. The Presi- 
dent will urge Congress to fully 
fund his FY 2001 budget initia- 
tives to address this and other 
health care challenges facing 
women and families, including: 
an additional $169 million in 
family planning assistance to the 
United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID), 
thereby restoring funding to 
1995 levels ($541.6 million); $25 
million to the UN Population 
Fund (UNFPA); and $100 mil- 
lion through USAID, the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Ser- 
vices and other agencies to pre- 
vent the spread of HIV and 
AIDS, primarily in Africa. 
Use of family planning can 
have profound effects on 


Civil War battlefields ordered. 


women’s health and dramatical- 
ly reduce infant and child 
deaths. Related reproductive 
health services promote safe 
motherhood and prevent sexual- 
ly transmitted diseases. America 
has been the leader in providing 
family planning and reproduc- 
tive health care for women and 
their families in developing 
countries, investing over $3.5 bil- 
lion through USAID and UNFPA 
since 1993, as well as close to $1 
billion in HIV/AIDS prevention. 

ut, much more needs to be 
done. 

One in four maternal deaths 
could be prevented through fam- 
ily planning. Every day, at least 
1,600 women die from pre- 
ventable complications of preg- 
nancy and childbirth almost 
600,000 women per year. Com- 
plications of pregnancy and 
childbirth are the leading cause 
of death and disability among 
women aged 15 to 49 in develop- 
ing countries. Only 53 percent of 
the deliveries in developing 
countries take place with a 
skilled birth atteint Ofall the 
health statistics monitored by 
the World Health Organization, 


to explain the role of slavery 


YORK, Pa. (AP) — Civil War 
battlefields, under orders from 
Congress, will update their pro- 
grams in the next few years to 
reflect the role of slavery in the 


ar. 

Even at Gettysburg, where 
programs on civilians and slaves 
have been added, slavery is vir- 
tually ignored in the visitors cen- 
ter and the emphasis remains on 
Rebel tactics and strategy. 

The result, said Gettysburg 
Superintendent John Latschar, 
is “a fairly distinct sense of 
Southern sympathy.” 

A conference, “Rallying on 
the High Ground: Strengthening 
Interpretation of the Civil War 
Era,” was sponsored by the staffs 
of Gettysburg and Manassas 
national battlefield parks last 
week in Washington. It included 
Pulitzer Prize winner James 
McPherson and former park ser- 
vice chief historian Ed Linenthal 
to discuss the central role slav- 
ery played in the war. 

In a report to Congress in 
March, managers acknowledged 
the lack of social context at many 
battlefields, where few deal with 
slavery and the decades-old 
exhibits do not reflect current 
historical scholarship. 

Latschar, long an advocate of 
including slavery in battlefield 
interpretation, acknowledged 
after the program that there was 
resistance to changes. He said 
some came from the “hard-core 
cannonball” constituency, those 
concerned about any deviation 


from battlefield tactics, while 
others viewed it as bowing to 
what they called “political cor- 
rectness.” 

A report written by McPher- 
son after a visit to Gettysburg 
two years ago by three historians 
was critical of the emphasis on 
Pickett’s Charge, a Confederate 
attack on the third day of the 
battle, July 3, 1863, known as 
the “high-water mark of the Con- 
federacy.” After all, Abraham 
Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg 
Address, which casts the battle 
in an altogether different light as 
the beginning of “a new birth of 
freedom,” adjacent to the battle- 
field. 

“(Visitor’s center displays) 
offer the viewer no coherent 
understanding of the causes, 
course and consequences of the 
battle, much less of the war,” 
McPherson wrote. “Perhaps if 
the ‘new birth of freedom’ rather 
than the ‘high water 
mark”became the interpretive 
mantra, the perspective would 
be more accurate _ and, inciden- 
tally, might be more relevant for 
the majority of battlefield visi- 


Laoi said Gettysburg’s 
1.7 million visitors are dispro- 
portionately white and male, and 
emphasizing the “new birth of 
freedom” would make the park 
more relevant not only to the 
descendants of slaves, but to new 
immigrants who came to the 
United States to enjoy that free- 
dom. 


Hemings descendents denied membership 


By Nick P. DiVito 


CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
(AP) — Descendants of slave 
Sally Hemings had a less con- 
tentious but no more successful 
meeting with Thomas Jefferson’s 
descendants for a second 
straight year. 

'he 


on membership that was char- 
tered by the association last year 
said more information is needed 
on the Hemings group's belief 
that Jefferson and Hemings had 
children together. 

In an interim report, the 
committee said it “examined a 
wide variety of source data, 
including 


the organization of Jefferson 
descendants, again put off a deci- 
sion on whether to allow Hem- 
ings’ descendants into their orga- 
nization, leaving the Hemings 
group frustrated after Sunday's 
annual meeting. 

“Im not feeling good,” said 
Shay Banks-Young, a Hemings 
descendant from Columbus, 
Ohio. “We're at the same place 
as yesterday.” 

‘A special advisory committee 


dnd, seer information,” but 
that it became apparent the com- 
mittee “would not be able to com- 
plete its work in time for the 
annual meeting.” 

he committee promised to 
issue a report by next year’s 
meeting. 

At issue is membership in 
the family group and burial 
rights at Monticello, the third 
U.S. president's estate in the 
Virginia foothills. 


Official White House photograph, William Vasta 


maternal mortality shows the 
greatest disparity betyeen devel- 


ident urged Congress to support 
and pass his family planning and 


oped and dı untries. 

Been thous people are 
infected with HIV every day. In 
most countries, 40 percent of 
new HIV infections are among 
women, and this rate is rising. 
Half of the newly infected people 
are under 25 years of age. Thir- 
ty-four million people now live 
with AIDS 95 percent of whom 
are in the developing world. 
Family planning programs play 
a key role in reducing transmis- 
sion of HIV/AIDS. 

More than I million people 
are infected with a preventable 
sexually transmitted infection 
(STI) every day. There are 333 
million cases of sexually trans- 
mitted diseases annually. 

‘he four most common sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases are 
easy to cure with antibiotics 
Family planning programs play 
a key role in reducing transmis- 
sion of sexually transmitted 
inf -ctions and diseases. 

President Clinton’s budget 
this year contains several impor- 
tant proposals to improve 
women’s health. Today, the Pres- 


and child deaths. The P: 


reproductive health initiatives, 
including: 

Investment of $541 million 
in family planning efforts 


tores 
funding to FY 1995 levels. An 
estimated 34,000 children under 
age five die every day in develop- 
ing countries, ani almost 
600,000 women, die each year of 
preventable causes related to 
pregnancy and childbirth. By 
avoiding unintended pregnan- 
cies and helping women bear 
their children during the health- 
iest times for the mother, family 
planning helps prevent maternal 
resident 
will highlight that his FY 2001 
budget proposes $541 million, an 
increase of 45 percent over FY 
2000 funding levels, to fund the 
provision of family planning ser- 
vices and related reproductive 
health services overseas an 
urge that it be passed without 
restrictions on the ability of 
organizations to participate in 
the democratic process in their 
own countries. 


Gill suspended 
for endorsing 
Republicans 


SUFFOLK, Va. (AP) — A 
local NAACP ‘official has been 
suspended after urging mem- 


bers to support Republican 
George Allen in Virginia’s U.S 
Senate race. 

Paul C. Gillis w 
his pos 


dent last month by Kweisi 
Mfume, national president and 
chief A officer of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 

In a letter, Mfume accused 
Gillis of violating NAACP poli- 
cies against partisan political 


activity. Mfume said Gillis’ 
action put the NAACP in danger 
of “irreparable harm.” 

Gillis, 54, a former state 


NAACP president, said he was 
singled out for supporting a 
Republican 


‘When I took over as 

branch president ... 
I did not give up my 
constitutional rights’ 


On March 24, Gillis 
endorsed Allen, a former gover- 


nor, in his campaign to unseat 
Sen. Charles S. Robb, a Democ- 
rat. He told about two dozen 


Suffolk branch members that he 
was speaking as an individual, 
not as an NAACP officer. 

“When I took over as branch 
president ... I did not give up my 
constitutional rights to support 
and endorse anyone I wanted,” 
Gillis said. 

The civil rights group could 


engages in party politics, said 
Salim Khalfani, executive direc- 
tor of the Virginia NAACP con- 
ference. 

In 1997, while he was presi- 
dent of the state NAACP, Gillis 
endorsed Republican Mark Ear- 
ley in the campaign for Virginia 
attorney general. He said the 
NAACP general counsel 
declared in that case that he was 
within his rights. 

The civil rights organization 
will hold a hearing to determine 
whether to reinstate Gillis or 
suspend him permanently. 
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OPINION 


The 


paper this week would have been very appropriate 
for a Father's Day issue, but that’s not the way it played itself 
lout. The common theme running through the pages of City 
|News this week centers on brothers being there for each other. 
'There’s a dynamic feature on the three young brothers from 
Newark who made a pact to become doctors and succeeded. 
Their story is like a breath of fresh air — since any and every- 
thing that originates from the hood usually has a negative con- 
notation attached to it. Their story is positive, uplifting, and 
proof that we can be anything we set our hearts, mind and site 
on. They were the motivating factor for each other and because 
of this they accomplished exactly what they set out to do. A 
premier example of being your brother’s keeper. Then as you 
continue to flip through the pages of City News, you'll come 
across the story on the biker phenomenon — one big fraternal 
order grounded in brotherhood that transcends race, creed and 
color. And last but not least The UniverSoul Circus, was start- 
led by two brothers who wanted to give the black family good 
clean entertainment, and look at what their idea has evolved 
into. All of these stories represent brothers being there and 
looking out for each other. Imagine what the world would be 
like if we all practiced being our brother’s keeper. Awesome! 


Dear Editor, 
In early January - after two- 
and-a-half years of unprecedent- 


ed regulatory review - Be 
Atlantic began offering long dis- 
tance service to New Yorkers in 
direct competition with the long 
distance companies. Contrary to 
the opinions expressed by Bob 
Johnson (“Bell Atlantic woes 
headed for New Jersey?” April 5), 
the response by New York con- 
sumers has been overwhelmingly 
positive. In just three months, 
428,000 New Yorkers have 
signed up for our surprise-free, 
simple-to-understand long dis- 
tance plan 

Johnson’s statements are 
flat-out wrong. Local competitors 
have captured more than 1.5 mil- 
lion local telephone lines 
throughout New York State 

his rampantly competitive 

environment could not have 
existed unless Bell Atlantic had 
first taken the necessary steps to 
open up the market; in fact, our 
operating support systems rate 
successfully handling more than 
10,000 orders a day from our 
wholesale customers. 

Competition, lower prices) 
simplicity and fairness in the 
marketplace are becoming a real- 
ity in New York. In New Jersey, 
Bell Atlantic is leading the way 
towards achieving similar goals. 

Here in the Garden State, 
Bell Atlantic has done all it can 
to encourage AT&T, MCI World- 
corn and Sprint to get into the 


game. However, the long dis- 
tance giants are fighting fiercely 
to use our network to provide 
competing service at or below 
cost. This approach is bad for our 
business, bad for our shareown- 
ers, and most importantly, bad 
for consumers. They are forced to 
wait for new choices in local 
phone service as a result of the 
long distance carriers’ greedy 
tactics. 

Johnson's opinion is unin- 
formed on another point: rigor- 
ous tests are underway of the 
systems AT&T and others will 
use to switch customers to their 
competing service in New Jersey. 
The Board of Public Utilities 
approved that testing last Sep- 
tember and is overseeing the 
independent third p: analy- 
EMP SA AAEN paying 
millions to make it happen here, 


o. 
All of our efforts in New Jer- 
sey are directed at bringing full 
competition for all residential 
telephone services - local and 
long distance. We intend to offer 
New Jersey customers the same 
hassle-free policies we've pio- 
neered in New York. And 
because we know our customers 
trust what we say because we do 
what we say, we expect the same 
overwhelming response when 
they are free to choose their long 
distance provider in this state. 
Sincerely, 
William Freeman 
President&CEO Bell Atlantic 
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Understanding a Black Conservative 


By Lee Hubbard 

Alan Keyes looked calm and 
confident as he stood next to 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush and 
Arizona Sen. John McCain. And 
when CNN reporter Judy 
Woodruff asked him about the 
importance of the presidency and 
why he was running for the 
office, a self-assured Keyes 
showed his fiery side. 

“Well, you make a wrong 
assumption,” said Keyes, as he 
looked at Woodruff. “I don’t 
think the president does matter 
that much. I am running for the 
office of president not because I 
think his power matters, but 
because I think the abuses of 
power [of the Presidency] have 
undermined the position of 
Americans: [in regards to] the 
control of money, control of 
schools, control of their lives.” 

Although the Democratic 
and Republican Party nomina- 
tions have since been clinched by 
Vice President Al Gore and 
George W. Bush, one of the most 
intriguing aspects of the race for 
the White House was the presi- 
dential campaign waged by 
Keyes. The race shoved the spot- 
light on Keyes and his positions 
that were to the right of almost 
everyone in both political party 
races. He voiced a pro-family, 
anti-abortion, strong on crime 
agenda that made moral issues 
his number one campaign issue. 

“Keyes has become the voice 
for moral issues in the Republi- 
can Party,” said Ronald Walters, 
a political science professor at 
the University of Maryland. 

While people marveled at his 
oratory, as he was far and above 
the most 


servative? Well it is quite simple. 
Keyes is a throwback to what is 
known as old-time religion with- 
in the black community. 

Robert Smith, a political sci- 
entist at San Francisco State 
University and author of “We 
have no Leaders” said that the 
type of conservatism Keyes 
exhibited is something a sizeable 
number of blacks could under- 
stand. It is understandable 
because it was this type of phi- 
losophy - the Booker T Model - 
that was patterned in the early 
1900's by Booker T. Washington, 
the famous black educator, and 
activist. 

This model of living told 
bl: :ks to “cast down your buck- 
ets where you are” and deal with 
the problems you have. This con- 
servative philosophy would later 
be called “accommodationist” by 
left leaning black intellectuals 
like W.E.B. Du Bois, who 
stressed that blacks should push 
for civil rights. But the Booker T 
model is a tradition in the black 
community that has survived 
prenes. of political affiliation. 

2 percent of nicks 


conservatism could be seen in 
the' recent California primary, 
measures on the ballot proposing 
stiffer punishments for juvenile 
crime and banning gay marriage. 
They were opposed by most black 
political leaders but supported 
by many black voters. A majori- 
ty of blacks voted against the 
juvenile crime measure, but a 
sizeable amount, close to 40 per- 
cent, voted for it. Blacks formed 
the single largest racial or etnnic 
bloc, which voted against sanc- 
tioning gay marriage. Both mea- 
sures passed in the state. 

Smith notes these conserva- 
tive opinions conflict with left 
leaning black activists and the 
black political elite (leaders) that 
“often take positions that go 
against the black mass base.” 


“A successful black 

conservative 

(politician) would 

have to take conservative 

positions on social issues 

and more liberal 

positions on economic 
issues.” 


say they rte 
1997 study by the Joint Chats 
for Political and Economic Stud- 
ies, a black think tank, 32 per- 
cent of blacks described them- 
selves as conservative, another 
32 percent called themselves 
moderates, and another 32 per- 
cent called themselves liberal. 
“Although the opinion has 
softened some, blacks are still 
against abortion in higher num- 
bers than whites,” said Smith. 
He said this also applies to the 
black community’s position on 


the rage. many paale MUN 
black and white) question how 
could someone black be so con- 


capital against gay 

marriage, on crime, and on the 

strengthening of the family. 
This strong tinge of black 


This is the great political para- 
dox in the black community. If 
not for the specter of racism, 
more blacks would outwardly 
embrace these positions and the 
Republican Party. 

But since you have 
Republicans who wafile on obvi- 
ous racial issues like the flying of 
the confederate flag, and who are 
either in-different or outwardly 
hostile to black concerns, black 
opinion on conservative issues 
are muted. It also doesn’t help 
that most black conservatives 
like Keyes don't have a black 
base that backs them, and that 
they doggedly avoid racial 


issues. 

This is the complete opposite 
of Minister Louis Farrakhan of 
the Nation of Islam, who could 
easily be considered to the right 
of most members in the GOP. 
The difference between Far- 
rakhan and Keyes is that Far- 
rakhan is nationalistic in his 
opinions, while black conserva- 
tives like Keyes are race neutral, 
which hurts them in the black 
community. 

“A successful black conserva- 
tive (politician) would have to 
take conservative positions on 
social issues and more liberal 
positions on economic issues,” 
said Smith. He said one of the 
most successful black conserva- 
tives in recent memory was Jesse 
Jackson in the early 1970s, 
before he became an appendage 
of the Democratic Party. “Before 
he (Jackson) moved up the 
Democratic Party political lad- 
der, Jackson led the black oppo- 
sition against abortion calling it 
‘murder,” said Smith. Jackson is 
now pro-choice. 

While Keyes didn’t win the 
Republican Party nomination, 
and he didn’t have a chance 
against the $70 million war chest 
Bush raised, his presidential run 
was a sign of relief. It showed 
America that all blacks aren’t 
liberals and they don’t all think 
alike. It showed people that 
blacks can be multi-faceted in 
their thinking. And there are 
even those who may agree with 
Keyes on some of the issues. 

Lee Hubbard writes on 
national and urban issues. He 
can be reached by e-mail at 
superle@hotmail.com for any 
questions or comments. 


By Michael King 

Controversy is running ram- 
pant in Atlanta’s black commu- 
nity and elsewhere, but I can’t 
understand why. 

Jamil Al-Amin has been 
charged with the murder of Ful- 
ton County Deputy Ricky 
Kinchen. Deputy Kinechen, along 
with Deputy Aldranon English 
both officers, by the way, are 
black; were shot as they tried to 
serve a warrant on AL Amin'for 
theft and impersonating an offi- 
cer in mid-March. 

The two deputies went to the 
quiet West End neighborhood in 
Atlanta looking for Al-Amin. AI- 
Amin was also accused of illegal 
weapons possession in suburban 
Cobb County. The officers went 
to Al-Amin’s house and store. 

When they found no one 
there, they decided to circle the 
block. When they got back to the 
house, the officers saw that a 
dark-colored luxury car had 
arrived 

They asked the person 
behind the wheel of the car to 
show his hands. “I'll show you 
my hands,” the voice from within 
the car retorted. As shots rang 
out, both officers who were 
wearing bulletproof vests went 
down. 


Early 911 reports said that 
on: of the deputies was heard 
pleading, “Please don’t shoot me 
any more.” Deputy English iden- 


‘Those who would 
protect and defend a 
killer need to take their 
“© coilective heads out of 
the sand and move on’ 
tified the shooter as AI-Amin. 
When news of the shooting 
was first reported, the case 
appeared to be yet another unre- 


markable, albeit senseless, 
shooting of a law 


up that neighborhood. He helped 
to remove drug dealers and other 
unsavory types from the now- 
quiet and insular community. 
nally, someone added 
another piece to put the puzzle of 
Jamil Al-Amin together. AI- 
Amin was formerly H. Rap 
Brown, known historically as the 
minister of justice for the Black 
Panther Party in the late 1960s. 
Brown was convicted and served 
time in jail after a shootout with 
federal agents back in 1971. 

Rap Brown, Al-Amin 
captivated Americans back then 
when he said, “I say violence is 
necessary. It is as American as 
cherry pie.” Pretty hypocritical 
coming from a man who once led 
the Student Non-Violent Coordi- 
nating Committ 


‘Conspiracy can’t condone cop-killing 


or Al-Amin, as an ex-convict, 
cannot legally own or posses a 
firearm. But the law apparently 
is not enforced. Additionally, in 
1995, the Clinton Administra- 
tion chose not to prosecute AT- 
Amin on weapons charges stem- 
ming from a previous arrest. 
Sadly, some elements of the 
black community seem to be buy- 
ing into Al-Amin’s claim that he 
was the victim of an elaborate 
set-up, feeding on long-held con- 
spiracy beliefs and wild theories 
of secret plots that thrive in 
black communities nationwide. 
We as a people, however, 
cannot stand by and protect the 
predators in our world, no mat- 
ter what the circumstances. 
Jamil Al-Amin should be 
nd, if convicted, be 


officer. That is, if any cop shoot- 
ing can be called *unremark- 
able.” 

Al-Amin- was then on the 
run, hiding from the law. The 
Atlanta Police Department, Ful- 
ton County Police, Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation and the 
FBI were all in search of him. 

AL-Amin had become a fix- 
ture in Atlanta’s West End Mus- 
lin: community, and, as a local 
spiritual leader, is consid ered 
largely responsible for cleaning 


Al-Amin was captured sever- 
al days after the Atlanta shoot- 
ings outside Selma, Alabama. 
claims he did not shoot the two 
officers, and that he fled Atlanta 
in fear for his life at the hands of 
a “government conspiracy.” 

‘ALAmin’s Alabama lawyer, 
H.L. Chestnut, not only believes 
him, but is assembling a legal 
“dream team” to keep Al-Amin 
from being extradited back to 
Georgia for prosecution. 

Under existing law, Brown, 


a 
sentenced to death for the shoot- 
ings of the two Fulton County 
deputies and the death of one. 
The case should be tried without 
regard for Al-Amin’s status in 
the West End community. His 
“protectors” should give thought 
to those men in blue whọ put 
their lives on the line each day to 
protect teach and every one of us. 

| Those who would protect and 
defend a killer need to take their 
collective heads out of the sand 
and move on. I have. 


Feds criminalize a generation 


By Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


‘The prison incarceration jug- 
gernaut slowed down slightly in 
state prisons in 1999. But the 
federal government more than 


cocaine than blacks. 

*The overwhelming majority 
of those prosecuted in federal 
courts for drug possession and 
sale (mostly small amounts of 
crack cocaine) and given stiff 


picked up the slack. A 
a Bureau of Justice report the 
number of those jailed in federal 
prisons grew by 11,000 in 1999. 
The majority of them were for 
drug offenses. And to almost no 
one’s surprise most of these drug 
offenders were young African- 
Americans. 

Putting thousands of black 
men behind bars for mostly non- 
violent drug offenses has had 
staggering consequences. It has 
wreaked massive social and 


political havoc on families and 


communities. It has been the si 
gle biggest reason for the bloat in 
federal spending on prison con- 
struction, maintenance, and the | 
escalation in the number of pros- 
ecutors needed to handle the con- 
tinuing flood of drug cases. 

The standard reasons given 
for criminalizing practically an 
entire generation of young blacks 
is that they are poor, crime- 
prone, and lack family values. 

‘he more compelling reason 
can still be summed up in four 
words: racially biased drug laws. 
Reports and studies by the Jus- 
tice Department, the U.S. Sen- 
tencing Commission, as well as 
universities and foundations con- 
firm that: 

*Far more whites use and 
deal drugs including crack 


f ten 
years to life are African-Ameri- 
can. 

*Only five percent of those 
sentenced to jail terms are major 
dealers 


There is a massive and 
deep disparity in how 
blacks (crack cocaine) and 
whites (powdered cocaine) 
are being sentenced 


crumbling educational system 
and industrial shrinkage 
dumped more blacks on the 
streets with no where to go. 
Some chose guns, gangs, crime 
and drugs. The big cuts in wel- 
fare, social services, and skills 
training programs under the 
Clinton administration have 
dumped not only more young 
black males but more black 
women on the streets. According 
to the Bureau of Justice report 
the number of women in U.S. 
prisons has doubled since 1990 "7 
a record 100,000. 

Much of the media abichig 
turned the drug problem into a 
black problem and played it up 
big in news stories and features. 


There is a massive and deep 
disparity in how blacks (crack 
cocaine) and whites (powdered 
cocaine) are being sentenced by 
the federal and state courts. 

Clinton and Attorney Gener- 
al Janet Reno have given their 
tepid support to eliminate the 
gaping racial disparities in the 

laws. Yet the reconstituted 
Sentencing Commission recently. 
Moved swiftly to amend, revise, 
and upgrade for a 


any scared stiff of 
the drug crisis readily gave their 
blessing to drug sweeps, random 
vehicle checks, marginally legal 
searches and seizures, evictions 
‘Much of the media 
quickly turned the drug 
problem into a black 
problem and played it 

up big in news stories 
and features.’ 


range of offenses but said noth- 
ing about amending the drug 
Sentencing laws. 
The scapegoating of blacks 
America’s crime and dog 
lem actuall; in the 
Os. The assault by Republi- 
conservatives on job, income, 
social service programs, a 


paeen: 


from housing projects and apart- 
ments. When it came to law 
enforcement practices in the 
ghettos and barrios, the denial of 
civil liberties protections, due 
process and privacy made a 
mockery of the criminal justice 
system to many blacks and Lati- 
nos. Clinton drug czar Barry 


McCaffrey who has mightily 
defended the administration’s 
policy in the past shifted gears in 
recent interviews and now 
brands the disastrous drug poli- 
cy a case of “bad drug policy and 
bad law enforcement.” 

The way to right the ship and 
change bad drug policy into good 
policy and good law enforcement 
is not to build more prisons, pass 
even tougher laws, or as some 
suggest equalize sentences for 
crack and powdered cocaine. 
This would only nail more small 
time white users and dealers. 
The answer is to shift billions 
from prisons to programs for 
drug education, treatment and 
prevention, do away with the 
mandatory drug sentencing 
laws, restore sentencing discre- 
tion to judges, target high level 
dealers for prosecution, and end 
drug profiling and random stops 
of black and Latino motorists. 

McCaffrey and other federal 
officials are at least finally pay- 
ing some lip-service to the 
pathetic truth that billions are 
being squandered on a wasteful, 
racially-flawed drug policy. that 
targets mostly, poor, and desper- 
ate small time black drug offend- 
ers. They have done nothing to 
change that policy. Until they do 
more and more young black men 
and women will continue to stuff 
federal prison cells. 

Earl Ofari Hutchinson is the 
author of The Disappearance of. 
Black Leadership. 


email:ehutchi344@ aol.com 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 


NEW BRUNSWICK - New Jersey 
State Bar Foundation will present a 
free public seminar at 7 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, call (732) 937-7518. 


THURSDAY, MAY 27 


UNION - Union County Economic 
Development presents 
eae Commerce Survival Skills" 

t 1 p.m. For further information, call 
(208): “527-1168. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 


NEW YORK -The NY/NJ Minority 
Purchasing Council, Inc. will host 
Marketing & Business Expo 2000. For 
further information, call (212) 502- 
5663. - 


‘TUESDAY, JUNE 6 


NEW BRUNSWICK - New Jersey 
State Bar Foundation presents a semi- 
nar on wills and estate planning at 7 
p.m. For further information, call (800) 
FREE LAW. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7 


EDISON - Pathfinder Consulting Group 
presents a job fair at 11 a.m. For fur 
ther information, call (732) 821-7048. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9 


PICATINNY ARSENAL -.The NJ Small 

Bue eee Darobpinont hate toate 

nnual Government 

pe Expo, from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m. For further information, call 
{08)353-5960 


TUESDAY, JUNE 20 


NEWARK - The SCORE Association 
presents a seminar on “Starting and 
Managing Your Own Business,” from 9 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (973) 645-3982. 


NEW YORK - The Roosevelt Hotel 
hosts a power breakfast seminar,” from 
7:30 a.m. a.m. For more infor- 


mation, call (888) 233-1110. 


TRENTON — The Board of 
Commissioners of the New 
Jersey Public Broadcasting 
Authority (NJPBA) approved 
the slate recommended by the 
Board's Nominating Committee 
at its April 24th meeting. The 
newly-elected Chair is Gabriella 
E. Morris, Esq., President of The 
Prudential Foundation and Vice- 
President, Community Re- 
sources. 

Morris joined the NJPBA 
Board in 1996 and has served as 
Treasurer. Ms. Morris states, “I 
am pleased to begin my tenure 
as NJPBA Board Chair at this 
time for NJN.” 

The transition to digital 
technology offers extraordinary 
opportunities for NJN to expand 
the services and benefits it pro- 
vides to New Jersey's citizens. “I 
welcome the opportunity to work 
with NJN’s growing circle of 
friends and supporters to pro- 
vide the people of New Jersey 
with programs that enrich their 
lives,” sesaid Morris 

Other new officers include: 
Steven C. Fiske, M.D., FACP, 
First Vice Chair; Elizabeth 


WASHINGTON,DC 
ssPartner America , the nation’s 
first partnership of Mayors, gov- 
ernment agencies and private 
enterprise, announced today the 
kick-off of its national tour to 
promote small business growth 
and development for small busi- 
ness owners across the United 
States. 
T 


United 
of Mayors 
and 


e States 
Conference 
Conference) 
Management 
(American Management) 
Waltham, Mass., offers manage- 
ment expertise, technical assis- 
tance, education and government 
procurement opportunities to eli- 
gible small and mid-sized busi- 
nesses. 

Partner America will be 
rolled-out in hundreds of cities 
across the nation over the next 
decade. Initially, it begins in 
cities throughout the eastern 
United States and migrates to 


No 


Thomas, Second Vice Chair; and 
Marilyn C. Ayres, Treasurer. 
Daniel Becht, Esq. and Gail 
Vernick were also welcomed as 
new NJPBA Commissioners. 
“These two 
Comik em hiag to. the 


‘These two new 
Commissioners bring to 
the Board a breadth and 
depth of knowledge and 
experience that will serve 
NJN well’ 


Board a man and depth of 
t 


Gabriella E. Morris, Esq. elected NJPBA chair 


Gabriella E. Morris, ESQ 


Commission, and as Attorney for 


gi erience thal 
Sili bone NAN Well aa wo help 
chart the future for the state’s 
public broadcasting services in 
the digital age,” said Morris. 
Daniel Becht is a sole practi- 
tioner who previously served as 
Assistant Prosecutor for the City 
of Orange, as Chairman of the 
Passaic Valley Sewerage 


Partner America launches 


cities in the West. On Tuesday, 
May 16, Irvington Mayor Sara 
Bost HUsted A Partner Millerica 
Small Budnes, MAE i 
Irvington. Local small business 
owners Lewis Polk, President of 


the Rent Leveling Board for the 
Gity of Jersey City. Mr. Becht 
serves his community as Vice 
President of the Board of the 

Hudson County Boys and 
Girls Club, and is involved in the 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of 
Hudson County 


national tour 


The search for New Jersey’s 
‘Family Business of the Year’ 


MORRISTOWN PNC 


Bank, the Rothman Institute of 
Studies of 


Entrepreneurial 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
and New Jersey Monthly 


family businesses. 

According to Kate Tomlinson 
Publisher of New 
Monthly, New Jersey’s economic 
success includes important con- 
tributions by family busines 
of all types and sizes. “New 
Jersey is home to a surprising 
diversity of family-owned busi- 
nesses, many of which are toda 
run by the third and even fourth 
generations. I am fortunate to 
have met many of these families 
from High Point to Cape May in 
my time with New Jersey 
Monthly. These are the families 
that are to be honored with this 
award,” Tomlinson stated. 

c Jersey's economy is 
among the strongest the 
nation, reflecting the it 

contributions of our 
countless family businesses,” 
said Peter K. Classen, president, 
PNC Bank - New Jersey Region. 
“PNC Bank takes great pride in 
the relationships we maintain 
with family businesses through- 
and will contin- 
pea oi o TReni ind iia 
they serve to pro- 


with the small business expertise 
of 3 to 
offer profit-improvement pro- 
grams and services over the next 
decade to Mayors and their small 


An estimated 25 
million small 
businesses in America 
employ more than 
fifty-percent of the 
country’s private work 
force. 


“Aristo Orafts Trains and Howard 
Woliver of Sasson’s Youthworld 
were the scheduled speakers. 
This long-term exclusive 
partnership of the Conference 
and American Management com- 
bines the resources from federal 
and local government agencies 


A fund-raising opportunity you 
don’t want to miss 
No Selling...No customer contact... 
Money to collect... 
Big $$$ in your pocket!!! 
Team up with Product Development Corporation and Bell Atlantic tol 
deliver local telephone directories in your very neighborhood. The more 
books you deliver, the more dollars your group will earn. It’s that simple! 
all today for more informatio 


business constituency. 

“Small are respon- 
sible for today’s strong national 
and local economy. The contribu- 
tion of providing jobs, products 
and services strengthen the local 
community's economic and social 
infrastructure by increasing the 
tax base and generating funding 
for the cities and towns in which 
they do business,” said Bost. 

An estimated 25 million 
small businesses in America 
employ more than fifty-percent of 
the country’s private work force, 
create two of every three new 
jobs, and generate a majority of 
America’s innovations. Through 
Partner America, he 
Conference, American 
Management and local Mayors 
will aggressively advocate for 


mote growth and prosperity.” 
“Family-owned businesses 
play a crucial role in the state’s 
business community,” said Leo J. 
Rogers of the Rothman Institute 
of Entrepreneurial Studies. 
Many of the state’s largest and 
most successful businesses 


remain under the control and 
direction of the families who 
founded them. It is important 
that we recognize these often 
unsung heroes, which is why for 
eight years we have sponsored 
the Family Business of the Year 
Award 

The Family Business of the 
Year Award seeks to recognize 
the significant role played by 
family businesses in the state as 
well as in the national economy. 
Each year, applications are sub- 
mitted for all types of family 
businesses. To be eligible, a busi 
ness must be based in New 
Jersey and must include, or have 
included, more than one genera- 
tion. The application mu 
demonstrate the positive impact 
the business has had on its com- 
munity. 

The Family Business of the 
Year Award is co-sponsored by 
PSEG, DKB and Partners 
Advertising and Public 
Relations, Horizon Blue Cro: 
Blue Shield of New Jersey, 
McCarter & English LLP, and 
Pricewaterhousecoopers 

Nominations may be submit- 
ted by anyone, and are due by 
June 1. Awards will be presented 
at a luncheon ceremony Oct. 5 at 


the Doubletree Hotel in 
Somerset. Winners will be 
entered as nominees in the 


National Family Business of the 
Year Awards, and will be fea- 
tured in 1 the November issue of 


ation or to 
request a nomination form, call 
(973) 993-5600. 


Increase your customer 
base by advertising in 
City News. Call (973) 


642-4400 for more 
information. 


small business pment and 
growth. 


Black people respond to targeted marketing campaigns 


According to a report by Packaged Facts*, black people are highly receptive to financial services that 
are marketed to them. Example: Deluxe Corporation, by creating a check series commemorating 


Dr. Martin Luther King, exceeded their market projections by 15% 
*Packaged Facts is a product of  IND/SVP Research Publications Group 


$26,500 after only 2 years. 


SPEND 4 YEARS. --EARN $50,000 
FOR COLLEGE. 


With the Montgomery GI Bill plus the Army College Fund, 
you could earn $50,000 for college for your 4-year enlistment-or 


And you don’t have to pay this money back. 

The Army will also give you the self-confidence, maturity, and 
leadership skills that will help you succeed in college and in life. 

It’s a good deal. Talk it over with your Army Recruiter. 


1-800-USA-ARMY 
ARMY. BE ALL YOU CAN BE: 


www.goarmy.com 


each the | 


See te 


ae 


MarketPlace 


Authorized Distributor of 


776 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel (973) 623-2593 
Fax (973) 623-0307 


AUCTION OUTLET 


COMPUTERS, ELECTRONICS, PAGERS & PHONES 


>\OMNIPOINT E (y 


Products and Services 


861 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
tel (973) 623-4777 
fax (973) 643-5823 


ness, call u: 


Search No More 
This is the best 
business opportunity 
around today. Work from 
home PT/FT, 
will train. If you are a 
people person, you could 
earn $5-$10 Thousand 
per month. 

CALL: 908-486-1109 


Give your business the exposure 


it deserves : 
Advertise for 13 weeks in our 


City Marketplace 


Call (973) 642-4400 


At the U.S. Small Business Admini: 
in America’s future. In the last five years alone, over 
7,000 New Jersey small businesses have received SBA! 
guaranteed loans. Will you be next? For information on 
how SBA can talh you start, grow and build your busi- 


(973) 645- 2434 or (856) 338-1817 ext. 3162 


ration, we invest] 


our website at 


AN http 


/ www.SBA.gov 


Minority Business Journal 


The Minority Business Journal is a monthly publication focusing on 
minority and women business enterprise in New Jersey and New York 
City. MBJ regularly features the accomplishments of minority and 
women businesses, information concerning maintaining 
and expanding business, opportunities available for 
minority entrepreneurs, a calendar of events, editorial and 
ues facing minority businesses 
offers an excellent forum for classified and display 
advertising and special business and professional card 
directories. MBJ provides an important communication 
link in the information network vital to the growth and economic 


# 


commentary - 


development of minority communities. 


The Minority Business-to-Business Directory is a directory of minority- and 
woman-owned businesses and companies committed to doing business with 
minorities. The Directory networks minority businesses, identifies minority and 
women businesses with whom public and private sector businesses and agencies can 
contract for products and services, and exposes a growing force of 
minority businesses to the general consumer. The Directory features 
listings and advertising as well as provides a resource guide for 
minority and women entrepreneurs and potential entrepreneurs to 
help facilitate starting and maintaining a business. The Minority 
Business-to-Business Directory includes listings from public and 
private sector businesses and agencies, minority- and women- 
owned business and small businesses. A delineation of ownership is provided with 
each listing. The Minority Business-to-Business Directory is a tool for the growth 
and expansion of minority and women entrepreneurs and economic development in 
the African-American community. 


MBJ 


BUSINESS 
K 


BUSINESS 


Call (973) 642-4400 for more information 


Minority Business Journal & Minority Business to Business Directory opens up a whole new world of possibility 
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“Religion — 
Calendar _ 


SATURDAY, MAY 27 


First Mt. Zion's Ba 


Sup 
F 


NEWARK 


SUNDAY, JUNE 18 


NEWARK Fio 
bose Ch 


men of First Mt. Zion 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23 


NEW YORK - The Rive 
Rap Writers & Perfor 

op’ held at 7 p.m. 
tional information, call 12) 870-67 


“The righteous is deliv- 
ered out of trouble.” 
Proverbs 10:8 


A group of men got together 
and told their story to the king; 
a result, Daniel was thrown 
into a den of lions; but, God was 
watching. 

Immediately, He dispatched 
an angel that locked the jaws of 
the lions. They couldnt open 
their mouths even to get a 
breath of fresh air, nor could 
they yawn if they were sleepy 
and they probably thought that 
they would have a full belly 
„after eating Daniel; instead, 
they must have had a miserable 
long night. The king also had a 
rough night because God took 
sleep from him [Daniel 6:18] 
Because Daniel believed God, he 
was not harmed. 

W we too may be in a “den 


of lions” [so to speak]. But, it's 
ok - get a good nights sleep and 
have a peaceful day. God is 
watching - he never sleeps! 


“Whoso putteth his trust in the 
Lord shall be safe” [Proverbs 
29:25 


May 24 — May 30, 2000 


Religion 


C.A. Scott, Atlanta 
Journalism Legend, 92 


By Mashaun D. 


imon 


ATLANTA 
Funeral services are were held 
last Friday for retired Atlanta 
Daily World publisher Cornelius 
Adolphus Scott, who turned the 
newspaper into a icon of Black 
moderate conservatism and a 
fighter for equal rights for 
Blacks. He died Sunday, May 7 


(NNPA) — 


en to those close to 
him as “Uncle C.A.,” 
steered ue paper from 1934 to 
1997. 


His homegoing celebration 
held at Warren Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 
Atlanta. 

A true jourzalism pioneer, 
Scott made sure everyone had a 
voice during a time when African 
Americans were having a diffi- 
cult time being heat 

Through The SE, Scott 
worked to right the wrongs in 
society. He worked toward 
putting a stop to race segregation 
and violence against African 
Americans. He tried to make 
sure African Americans had 
access to, as he stated in the 50th 
anniversary edition, “construc- 
tive and inspiring news to our 
Negro peoples.” He created jobs 
for African Americans, and 
also proved to the nation that 
‘African Americans could produce 
businesses that were important. 

‘He is one of the ‘Last Mohi- 
aid daughter Portia 
‘His life was a testimony. 
He experienced, achieved and did 
so much; a devoted and caring 
oldier.” 
The middle child of nine, 
C.A. Scott was born in Edwards, 
Miss. With five brothers and 
three sisters, C.A. spent most of 
his childhood and adolescent 
years learning about responsibil- 
ity and survival. 

Scott moved to Atlanta in 
1925 to attend Morehouse Col- 
e completing his studies in 
1929. 


“Daddy did not have a degree, 
he said he did not need one,” said 
Ms. Scott. “He acquired his 
degree through his experiences 
and work at the paper. He would 
say, ‘Through my hard Knocks 
and expertise by running a news- 
paper.” 

C.A. Scott took over as pub- 
lisher in 1934, after his oldest 
brother and the newspaper’s 
founder, W. A. Scott II, w 
and killed outside his Atlanta 
home. C.A. made a deathbed 
promise to his brother that he 
would take charge of the paper 
and keep it running, which he 
did for 63 years. The paper is 
now published three times week- 
ly. 


W. A. Scott’s granddaughter, 
M. Alexis Scott, became publish- 
er of The World in 1997, when 


C.A. Scott Photos courtesy of NNPA 


C.A. Scott was named publisher 
emeritus. One of the only Black 
daily newspapers of the first half 
of the 20th century, the newspa- 
per is now published twice week- 
ly. 


C.A. Scott's career was dri- 
ven by his dedication to his 
brother and their vision for the 
newspaper and the community. 
He strived not only to make 
Atlanta a better city but also to 
print the truth 

“He was extremely devoted 
and believed that honesty was 
the best and only poligy” said 

Scott. “He also opened oppor- 


tunities for a lot of people. A lot 
of successful people today got 
their start at [the paper]. He cre- 
ated an outlet for a lot of young 
and inspiring African American 
journalists.” 

Not only did he make oppor- 
tunities for other African Ameri- 
cans, but he also saved’ a lot’ of 
African Americans, young and 
old. 

Through the paper he set up 
a public defense fund for the vic- 
tims of the 1946 Monroe Mas- 
sacre, and kept a young African 
American father, accused in 1960 
of raping a Caucasian woman, 
from facing the electric chair, 

During a time when African 
Americans could be lynched for 
expressing their beliefs, Scott 
took some very controversial 
stands and stood strong on hisbe- 
liefs. Not one time did he ever 
allow anyone to walk over him or 
slow him down. 


Thanks 
to New Jersey's 
Foster Parents 


Foster Parent 
Recognition Month 


fess Call toll free: 1-277-NJ Foster 


Scott even went so far as to 
quit the Democratic Party and 
join theRepublican Party in 
1952. He said he believed “the 
party of Lincoln was the best 
hope for Southern Blacks.” 

Even though people did not 
exactly agree with this decision, 
no one tried to sway him. 

“Although there were times 
when I did not always agree with 
him,” said Gregory Huskisson, 
an assistant managing editor for 
the Detroit Free Press who start- 
ed his career at The World, 
never disagreed with his right 6 
have his views.” 

Along with running the news- 
paper, Scott also chaired and 
worked with numerous organiza- 
tions. He sat on the boards of 
directors for the Mutual Federal 

Savings Bank Board, the Auburn 
Avenue Merchants Association, 


Atlanta Bi-Partisan 
League and the Lincoln-Dou- 
glass Republican Club. He was a 
longtime supporter of the Carver 
Homes Boys Club and the Butler 
Street YMCA. 

Scott received numerous 
journalism and business awards. 
He was inducted into the African 

American Newspaper Journal- 
ism Hall of Fame in 1990 and 
received the Pioneer Black Jour- 
nalist Award from the Atlanta 
Association of Black Journalists 
in 1991. 

“My father loved what he did 
and stood at the helm. He had a 
mission and a vision,” said Ms 
Scott. “Everyone will miss his 
presence. He was gentle, yet 
strong and protective. He was a 
very blessed man and leaves a 
legacy that will always be cher- 
ished.” 

Other survivors include a sis- 
ter, Ruth Scott Simmons of 
Atlanta, four grandchildren and 
a great-grandson. 


The 
Gospel 
Insider 


By Diane 
Blackmon 


“Let nothing be done through 
lambition or vain conceit but in 
humility let each esteem others 
better H themselves (Philip- 
pians 2. 


TOP I0 PASTORS & 
CONGREGATION FINAL 
SELECTION 


GOSPEL INSIDER would 
like to thank all of our listeners 
land readers who nominated pas- 
tors and congregations for con- 
sideration as either a Top 10 
Pastor or a Top 10 Congregation 
in the nation. Nominations 
closed May 22, 2000 at mid- 
night. The Top 10 in each cate- 
gory will be announced in Jun> 
during BLACK MUSIC MONTH 
lon the GOSPEL INSIDER daily 
show and GOSPEL INSIDER 
2000 Weekend Edition. 


31st ANNUAL DOVE 
AWARDS ANNOUNCED 


In Gospel music news, the 
31st Annual Dove Awards were 
held at the Grand Ole Opry 
recently. Despite rumblings 
about their style of music, Grits 
lwon for Best Rap Dance Song. In 
the best Traditional 


and the Mighty Clouds of Joy as 


Salute to Gospel Music, Check] 
your local radio listings for air- 
ines. 


NEW RECORD LABEL 
FOR FRED HAMMOND 


In other Gospel music news, 
Fred Hammond recently! 
launched his own record label F. 
Hammond Music. Two recent] 
signees to the label include Rad- 
ical For Christ singer JoAnn| 
Rosario...La Mar Campbell and 
Spirit of Praise have begun| 
working on their third project, 
Fans of Kelly Price and Hezeki- 
ah Walker & the Love Fellow- 
ship Crusade can catch them on 
their performance at thel 
Essence awards on Fox 5 on May] 
25. 


WINANS, JACKSON , 
ARMSTONG CHICAGO 
GOSPEL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
June 2-4 


GOSPEL INSIDER and] 
American Family Insurance will 
host the Ladies of Gospel recep- 
tion at the Petrillo Music Shell 
on Saturday, June 3 at 4.30 pm, 
Featured performers include 
Vickie Winans, Santita Jackson 
and Vanessa Armstrong. Admis- 
sion to the 16th Annual Chicago 
Gospel Festival is free and there| 
will be over 40 Gospel perfor- 
mances during the course of the 


weekend festivities. For addi- 
posl Festival information| 
out| 


a E EN] 
events or call theca Mayor’s| 
office @ (312) 744-3370 
UPCOMING SOECIAL 
EVENTS 


The West Coast Gospel| 


Richard 
won for his album “Healing”. 
[Annointed took home the Best 
Contemporary Gospel Album 
and Urban Song of the Year far 
“Anything is Possible” 

Dottie Peoples was honored 
with a Best Traditional & 
Gospel Song of the Year Dove for 
“God Can And God Will.” 


GREAT MUSIC IN JUNE 


June marks the beginning of 
IBLACK MUSIC MONTH and 
GOSPEL INSIDERS Special 


Guild/GMWA will 
celebrate its 2nd anniversary] 
during Memorial Day Weekend, 
May 25 - May 27 in Seattle. The 
event features workshops and] 
round tables. For registration| 
more information please contact 
Frank Walton @ 253-874-2644 or| 
Zina Jordan @ 888-211-9927 or] 
visit the website at] 
seattlegag.com. JC Penney’s 
African American Women On 
Tour 2000, one of the nations 
leading empowerment confer- 
ences for black women, will be| 
on the road this summer. 


Show & Finals 


MPETITIC 
Everyone WELCOME 
THe Best Broanwiy 


The Tesut 


< ™ Ger TickeTs Now 


For tickets coll yez 

< (212}307-7171 + (201) 507-8900 

< (914) 454-3388 + (516) 888-9000 

For iomain, cee co Sak 
call tol 


Or ult box offices ined bek 
www. ffesi2000. com 


AVIS 


Watch for the D Special on Sat July 15, 2000 7-8 pm 


McDonatp’s GospELFEsT 2000 SHOW AND FINALS COMPETITION 


UN, May 28 - 
STAMFORD CENTER For THE ARTS 
\TLANTIC ST., 
STAMFORD, CT 
203-325-4466 


‘Sun. June 4-4 PM 


NJ PERFORMANCE ARTS CENTER 


WARK, NJ 
1-888-466-5722 


Sun. June 11-4 PM 


IMAC 
370 New YORK AVE., 
Hunmcton, NY 
516-549-2787 


-4PM 
Town HALL 
123 W43 St 
New York NY 
212-840-2824 


UN, 
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The mushroom 
that consumed an 
entire ninth-prade class. 


tall started very ~ 


i innocently with a Discoveries slike this are taking place 
small discovery in the woods near Memorial School in every day all over New Jersey. High-speed Internet 
Millville, New Jersey. Biology students exploring the jons and i ive video technology open Ų i 
wetlands came upon a mushroom theyd never seen before. doors and bring the world to the classroom by septentriandle, 
Textbooks failed to identify the unusual fungus. offering access to people, places and ideas regardless wumasusssmmmseasnam 


Thott Wed Ray Jens ninek as ofi geographic constraints. Bell Atlantics 


became consumed by something really big. E y a E 


in New Jersey. 
With the help of high-speed Internet access 


provided by Bell Atlantic, students found a And its just the beginning. For ninth graders 


fungus expert at the Si in Millville, Access New Jersey™ means 
| University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse. They instant access to a world of knowledge. Which means they 
3 took photos of their mushroom, emailed can spend less time in front of their computers and more 
i Professor Tom Volk and in no time at all time learning from the world just outside their z 


= had their mushroom identified. Through doors. So while some believe technology is 
Bell Atlantics commitment of $80 
million to deploy a high-speed network, the use of interactive video technology, 


and free equipment to connect to the 

ke, pen schools 3 Re aor . ee , 

K-12 and public ‘ibn wih Inns they could even ask him questions directly believe its making the world bigger. 
access, interactive video and high-speed 

data transfer capabilities. 

sasana 


making the world a smaller place, we 


Access the future. 


©Bell Atlantic 
—— a 


www.accessthefuture.net 
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Metro Local 


MAY IS EARLY CHILDHOOD 
REGISTRATION MONTH FOR 
NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


May 12, 2000, Newark, NJ-The month 
of May is Early Registration Month for 
Pre- Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
students in Newark. All children who 
reach their fourth or fifth birthday on or 
before October 1, 2000 are eligible to 
enroll in either the Pre-K. or 
Kindergarten program in their neig bor- 
hood schi 

Children who reach Shei ira virthday 
on or before October 1, 2000 m: 

enroll in any of the orinya "based 
preschool programs under contract 
with the Newark Public Schools. 
Three-year-olds and four-year-olds 
who enroll in contracted centers are 
required to register at the center of 


fhemission requirements for enrollment 
include a birth certificate, baptismal 
Certificate or passport to prove age. 
Parents are also required to provide 
proof of residency, by 

providing a voter registration card, utili- 
ty bill, telephone bill, driver’s license or 
rental agreement 

All children must meet the current 
requirements for age-appropriate 
immunizations, 

Proof of vaccinations and immuniza- 
tions must be submitted at time of 
admission. 

Registration wil run through May 31st 
rom 9: o 11:00 a. 1:00 
pm 0230 pm The ofice of Eaty 
Childhood Education is available 
answer questions at 733- 6234. 


FORMER SURGEON 
GENERAL, CN, ety FUND 
PRESIDENT A 

JERSEY SECRETARY € OF 
STATE TO BE HONORED 


UPPER MONTCLAIR. N. J. “ 

Antonia Novello. the First woman and 

the first Hispanic to become the 
urgeon General of the United States, 

will be awarded an honorary doctoral 

degree at Montclair Slate University 


aries Ut. New Jersey's 
Secretary of Stat 

Dr. Novello, a native of Fajardo, Puerto 
Rico. received her bachelor of science 


there and 
Hospital in awash on. 
In 1979. she joined the National 
Institutes of Health in Maryland. Over 
the next 12 years, she rose from pr 
ject officer in the Institutes of Arthritis 
Metabolism and Digestive Diseases to 
deputy Director of the National 
Traits of Chia Health ard Human 
evelopment. At NIH. her special inter- 
est in pediatric AIDS came to the atten- 
tion of the White House, and in 1990 
President George Bush appointed her 
Surgeon General of the United States. 
She is currently the Commissioner of 
Health for the New York State 
Department of Healt 
The Rev. Wiliam Herbert Gray I is 
currently president and CEO of the 
College Fund. Prior to his appointment, 
he served inthe United States House 
of Representatives as a Representative 
from Pennsylvania trom 1979 until his 
resignation in 1991 
n of the Democratic Caucus 
and later minority whip, he was t 
highest-ranking African American ever 
to serve in Congress. 
Gray authored bills in 1985 and 1986 
that were instrumentat in implementing 
economic sanctions against Sout 


Born in Baton Rouge, La. 
received a bachelor of aris re from 
Franklin and Marshall Col 
Lancaster, Pa.; his pi of niy 
degree irom Drew Theological 
Seminary in Madison, N.J.: and 
Th.M. ftom Princeton Thedlogieal 
emina 
An ordained minister, Gray served for 
11 years as pastor of the Union Baptist 
Ghurch in Upper Montclair was the 
director of the African Ameri 


NEWARK’S CENTRAL WARD 
GAINS 55 NEW HOMES 


NEWARK, NJ - On Thursday, May 18, 
2000, State and City Officials will 
join Metropolitan United Ministries 
in a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the Pearl Gardens 
Community, 11:00 a.m. at the Peart 


Theevent will officially present 55 new 
one-lamly homes to Newark’s Central 


Pearl Gardens commenced construc- 
tion in October 1999 and residents 
began moving in during the second 
week of February 2000. Approximately 
40 of the 55 sade, family homes were 
pre-sold. The 

Bevelopment a being ba by tumkey- 
contractor America’ 


Gilmore stated that this is their fourth 
proiect to be completed in the City of 
Newark. Metro, 

United Ministries Development Corp 
has now completed 150 new homes in 
Newark, supplying 224 living units for 
affordable purchasers and tenants. 
Mayor Sharpe James applauded 
Metropolitan United Ministries 
Development Corp.'s contribution in 
rebuilding Newark and supplying much 
needed affordable housing 


973-642-5444 


AAHPC, WLIB celebrate cultural pride 


From left tor right: 


Parade Chairman Donald Bernard, Sr., Marquise Ross, 


Christine Magyartis, Garth Sandiford and Catherine “Kitty” Brooks, Deputy 


gand Marshall 2000. 
Continued from page A1 


Frank Menadier, Mentor, Avon 
Ave. School, Anthony White, Mentor, 
George Washington Carver School; 


Monique Homes, Mentor, Martin 
Luther King Jr. School, Michele 
Bowens, Mentor, Morton Street 
School 


The evening was concluded 
by a powerful message from 
renowned lecturer Dr. 
LaFrancis Rodgers-Rose. She 
held the audience attention 
throughout her presentation 
interrupted by constant applause 
of concurrence, admiration and 
respect. Parade Chairman 
Donald Bernard, Sr. was uplifted 
by the evening and said “It was a 
beautiful experience to witness 
our friends and families, from 
seven to seventy years of age, 
culturally networking. Robbed of 
our history, robbed of our lan- 


guage and our culture we are in 
dire need for knowledge of self 
We must reclaim the truth of our 
history; for this is the key to 


elf-esteem. Heritage 
Night is a step in the right direc- 
tion; a continued celebration of 
our history is an ongoing need to 
reclaim our rightful heritage.” 
ast year the Parade and 
Heritage Festival was a huge 
success. Over 280,000 parade 
and festival goers marveled as 
the parade got on its way down 
Broad Street in Newark.” This 
year, the festival begins on 
Friday May 26th, thru Monday 
May 29th at Weequahic Park in 
Newark’s Southward. The 22nd 
Annual Statewide Parade will 
feature a variety of new attrac- 
tions. The newest feature this 
year is a continued display of our 
past leaders. Several ten foot 
round balloons will taxi down 


Florio and Corzine debate profiling 


Continued from page A1 

“There was a falloff in some 
of the incidents that were report- 
ed to us, particularly by the 
(American Civil Liberties 
Union), which was monitoring 
these things. Then, after I left 
office, apparently there was a 
picking up again of this and so 
when the United States Justice 
Department came to New Jersey 
and reviewed the records for 10 
years back, they concluded there 
was a sufficient pattern of this 
sort of activity from 1995 on.” 


The candidates are at polar 
opposites on capital punishment. 

Corzine said he would press 
for an immediate moratorium on 
all executions, while Florio said 
such moves. might be warranted 
in some states but not in New 
Jersey. 

“Over 60 percent of the peo- 
ple on death row in America are 
people of color. I think there is 
something afoul,” Corzine said. 
“We need to move very sharply 
to get this done, and I think we 
should go to a moratorium.” 

n other matters, Florio said 


guess 
ry tour 
continues.” She said federal 
agencies began investigating 


after a 1996 state court ruling 
concerning the troopers’ prac- 
tices on the New Jersey 
Turnpike. `The case dealt with 
activity during the Florio admin- 
istration, and it was after that 
decision came out that the 
Justice Department became 
involved,” she said. 

Former ACLU director Ed 
Martone said Florio did respond 
to the group’s complaints in 1990 
and implemented retraining for 
troopers that the ACLU helped 
to conduct. 

“The result was that at the 
ACLU, we saw a sharp decline in 
the complaints we were getting 
about it,” Martone said. “I can’t 
draw a conclusion from that, 
that therefore, profiling 
stopped.” 

The debate was broadcast 
live from the Manhattan studios 
of WLIB-AM, a station that 
gears its programming toward 
black listeners. The hosts and 
some callers raised the issues of 
racial profiling, the death penal- 
ty and affirmative action. 

The candidates will face off 
again Tuesday night at Beth 
Shalom in Livingston and 
Thursday at News 12 New 
Jersey studios in Edison. 


Corzine’s plans to 
expand spending on Teat H 
and health care would devour 
the federal budget surplus need- 
ed to reinforce Social Security in 
future decades. 

“If in fact you use up the non- 
Social Security surplus for Jon’s 
various schemes, the Social 
Security system will pay a devas- 
tating price,” he charged. 

overnor, you are dema- 
goging this issue, “Corzine fired 
back, accusing him of trying to 
needlessly scare voters. 

“There is no proposal that I 
am talking about that cannot be 
funded,” Corzine said. “If we 
want to make sure that the trust 
fund grows adequately for this 
baby boom generation that’s 
coming down the pike, we are 
going to have to make some 
small, incremental changes.” 

On education, Florio told the 
WLIB listeners, ‘He -hai 


to what he would do to try and 
improve the schools in our com- 
munities.” 

Corzine again was ready for 
the jab. “Well, governor, that is 
because you haven't been listen- 
ing. The fact is I have talked 
about doubling the expenditure 
of the federal government over 
the next five years on preschool, 
reconstruction of schools, small- 
er class size, bringing standards 
to bear.” 


Suliga introduces ana bill 


By Kelly Foster 


ELIZABETH — In an effort 
to curb smoking among young 
people, Assemblyman Joseph S. 
Suliga introduced legislation 
early May that would prohibit 
the sale of tobacco products to 
anyone under 21 years old. 

A study by the State Health 
Department revealed that nearly 
40 percent of New Jersey high 
school students use some form of 
tobacco, and 19 percent of middle 
school children use tobacco. 
Suliga, a staunch supporter of 
youth anti-smoking measures, 
cited peer pressure as one reason 
why youngsters smoke. 

According to his bill, children 
will have a tougher time pur- 
chasing tobacco through young- 
adult intermediaries and would 

1 Miski demn” 


younger ki 

“This a \(A-2357) will keep 
18-year old students from buying 
cigarettes for their younger 
friends and will help alleviate 
some of the peer pressure they 
face every day,” said Suliga, (D- 
Union) a fourth term assembly- 
man. “Over five million kids 
alive today will die prematurely 
due to a smoking related disease, 
This is a grave public health con- 
cern that must be addressed 
before more youngsters kill 
themselves.” 

“It’s a fact that nine out of ten 
smokers start before they're 18 
years old. If we can make it 
harder for those kids to get their 
hands on cigarettes, we'll be say- 
ing a lot of lives.” 

A study by the Centers for 
Disease Control found a high sta- 


the 
effect of the older children sup- 
plying younger ones with tobac- 
co. For example, Suliga said the 
odds of a 21 year old having a 14 
or 15 year-old friend is not likely, 
and therefore a 21 year old would 
be less likely to provide tobacco to 


tistical tween early 
commencement of smoking and 
lung cancer. 

“By delaying a child’s deci- 
sion to smoke, we are allowing 
that child to live a longer, health: 
ier life,” said Suliga, citing the 
study 


‘We must 
reclaim the truth 
of our history; for 

this is the key to 
racial self-esteem.’ 


Pictured from left to right: Minister Con: 


Lorraine Hansbury, Nefertiti, 
Billie Holiday and others. The 
theme of this year’s parade is 
“Moving Forward... Honoring 
Our Past”, which signifies the 
long history of the parade that 
dates back to 1966; the year that 
the very first Crispus Attucks 
Parade took place. 


rad Muhammad, Adrian Council, The 


Saints of Soul Liturgical Dancers, from Community church of God in Plainfield 
and Parade Chariman Donald Bernard, Sr. 


May 24— May 30,2000. 
NTA to feds: 
Investigate 
missing funds 


NEWARK, NJ - The call of 
e Newark Teachers 
Association for a Federal inves- 
tigation of missing Newark 
Public Schools funds has 
received the endorsement of sev- 
eral community leaders. They 
also endorsed the rally that the 
'A has scheduled at the Peter 
F. Rodino Federal Building for 
3:30 PM on Tuesday, May 16. 
Lawrence Hamm, the chair- 
man of the People’s 
Organization for Progress, said 
that, “In 1971 I was appointed at 
the age of 17 to the Newark 
Board of Education. At that time 
thousands of students were 
graduating functionally illiter- 


te. 
“After thirty years one would 
certainly like to think that 
things were getting better. 
Instead we learn the State 
takeover cannot account for 
more than $100 million in miss- 
ing school monies. This is one of 
the worst examples I can think 
of to show the real causes of our 
children’s educational problems. 
“We must have a Federal 

a In no way is it 


‘The theme of this 

year’s parade is 

“Moving Forward... 
Honoring Our Past, 
which signifies the 

long history of the 

parade that dates 

back to 1966 

Broad Street hailing the faces oi 
Willie Mays, Joe Louis, Marcus 
Garvey, Booker T. Washington, 
George Washington Carver, Ida 
B. Wells, Fannie Lou Hamer, 


THE 
AFRICAN | 
AMERICAN 
HERITAGE 

FESTIV: 


and PARADE 
Friday, May 26 thru 
Monday, May 29th 
For information call 
973-642-8760 


acceptable to leave the investi- 
gation to the same State that 
created this disaster. The 
People’s Organization for 
Progress endorsés the May 
rally at the Federal Building be 
a major event in the Forty-One 
Days of protest, and we further 
call for the end of the State 
takeover of the Newark and 
Paterson schools.” 

P.0.P. has further designat- 
ed the rally as one of the activi- 
ties of its Forty-One Days of 
Protest against police brutality 
and for human rig! 


Uniting & Building Community 


CUINE w S 


We realize that our future lies 
chiefly in our own hands. We know 
that neither institution nor friends 
can make a race stand unless it has 
strength in its own foundation; that 
races like individuals must stand or 
fall by their own merit; that to fully 
succeed they must practice the 
virtues of self-reliance, self-respect, 
industry, perseverance, and 


economy. 


— Paul Robeson 


CITY NEWS...hel 


to bring us together 


Become informed about 
the issues, concerns and 
achievements weekly. 
City NEWs stands as an 
intelligent sensible and 
motivation voice of, for 


and by the black 
communities in N 
Jersey. 


ping Oaw 


issues of City News. 
ame, 


NEWS SUBSC 


'RIPTION 


Yes! | want to subscribe to City News to become 
more informed on the issues and achievements of 
black people. Enclosed is my check for $39 for 52 


Address. 


City, State, 


— 1 yr-$39 


2 yrs-$70 
Make check payable to: City News, 
111 Mulberry St., Suite 1 F, Newark, NJ 07102 


—3 yrs-$90 
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A 1987 FXR Harley Da 
Photos by William E. Frazier 


From left to right: Jasper Carswell, Rev. Charles Grove and Rev. Harris 


Jasper Carswell, from 
Elizabeth, has ridden to the 
“Big Easy” New Orleans, 


and to Montreal, Canada. 


‘Out of the 59 years 
Daytona has been going 
on, I have made 52 trips 


to Daytona’ 
—Wild Bill 


4 


is worth $40,000. 


Continued from Page A1 


safe riding season,” said Newark Knights 
former president Donald Ligon 

“Everybody is brothers,” said Neft 
Hernandez, who has attended the event for 
the last six years. “You have different nation- 
alities, and religions, people look at bikers as 
bad guys, but we're not.” 

Indeed, it was crazy brotherly and sisterly 
love taking place on this day that would rival 
any family reunion. There were a lot of hugs 
and “man where you been, I haven’t seen you 
in I don’t know when” going on. Everyone 
walks around checking out each other’s bike 
while commenting and complimenting one 
another on upgrades and changes made 
Then, there are the ministers, who bless each 
and every bike as riders wait patiently for 
their turn. Rev. Charles Grove from Zebulon, 
North Carolina, along with Rev. Harris 


Holloway, from Pure Light Baptist Church in 
Newark, who just happens to be a biker, did 
the honors this year, while handing out cross- 
es for a buck. 


Members of the Butfalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club 


However, the stars of the show — the bikes 
- primarily Harley Davidson’s, and Honda 
Goldwing’s that command top billing - were 
some well-put together custom machines on 
display. From softtail frames to low riders 
with price tags that range from “very mild to 
very wild”- $18,000 to $100,000, A wheel 
alone on some of these bikes can cost up to 
$1,100. The Japanese sport bikes made a col- 
orful presence, but in no way did they upstage 
the vintage cruisers. And despite the differ- 
ences in bikes, there still remains a common 
brotherhood amongst all bike riders, 

Mother’s Day in Newark represents the 
beginning of the riding season in the tri-state 
area. However, bike week in Daytona Beach, 
Fla., (the big daddy of all events) during the 
first week of March officially kicks ff the rid- 
ing season. This event draws over 500,000 
bikes — an amazing phenomenon. Then there’s 
bike week in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, 
leading up to Memorial Day. And “The Round 
Up,” which showcases black riders will wind 
up in Texas this year. This event moves year- 
ly from state to state, and is scheduled to take 
place this year during the first week of 
August. 

Wild Bill, 73, who hails from East Orange 
and has dubbed his bike “Rolling Thunder” 
(adorned with bull horns) made its starring 
debut on the cover of the“ Daytona Beach 
2000” Biker Brochure, has been riding for 
over 60 years. 

“Out of the 59 years Daytona has been 
going on, I have made 52 trips to Daytona,” 


’ 


‘Bikers are one 
big brotherhood. 
They look out 
for each other.’ 


—Ray Sampson 


‘An emblem of the Newark Knights 
Motorcycle Club, located on 
Springfield Avenue 


Ray Sampson a relative newcomer 
to the biker phenomenon has been 
riding for six years. He owns an ‘87 
Harley Davidson FXR and the free- 
dom he gets from riding he 
describes as “awesome.” 


Price tags range 
from ‘very mild 
to very wild’ — 
$18,000 to 
$100,000. A 
wheel alone on 
some of these 
bikes can cost 
up to $1,100 


said Wild Bill. 
“My father rode 
bikes. When I 
was 17 years 
old my mother 
bought a car for 
me for gradua- 
tion, I traded in 
the car for a 


motorcycle rid- 
ers also have a 
fond. apprecia- 
tion for horses 
which suggests 
a love for rid- 
ing. 
“It’s a natural 
high for me,” said Yuvonne Smith, who does- 
n't drink alcohol. She has been riding for over 
15 years and is the grandmother to Destiny, 
who has been riding with grandma on her ’89 
Goldwing since she was 10 months old. “Let 
me explain it like this,” she 
said: “I was on my way riding 
to see this guy in Rahway and 
before I knew it I was headed 
to Atlantic City.” In other 
words Smith just got caught 
up in the ride. “If you have 
kids or a man who gets on 
your nerves, get on your bike 
and ride,” is Smith’s advice 
She has ridden her bike as far 
as Las Vegas. 

Other bikers describe the 
ride as a freeing and relaxing 
experience, like Jasper 
Carswell, from Elizabeth. He 
has ridden to the “Big Easy” 
New Orleans, and to 
Montreal, Canada. 

Another significant take 
on this biker phenomenon, 
according to Rodney Gibbs, 42, from Roselle, 
who builds custom bikes and stated that he 
gets a “rush of adrenaline” when he rides, also 
said a bike can be a woman’s worst enemy. 

“There’s a behind the scene jealousy of the 
motorcycle,” 
said Gibbs. “I 
don’t know 
one guy that 
truly has his 
wife’s bless- 
ing. Women 
wedge them- 
Bee A ee 
between the 
man and his 
bike.” And 
according to 
Gibbs this is 
not a_ wise 
thing to do- 
because in 
ai OME At 
instances the 
bike will win. 

So to all you 
women out there who want to find your way 
into a biker man’s heart, which obviously is 
not through his stomach, here’s a bit of impor- 
tant advice — understand the meaning of free- 
dom - no restrictions! 


Yuvonne Smith with granddaughter, Destiny (seated on bike) and nephew. 
She has been riding Destiny on her bike since she was 10 months old. 


Midnight, a long time biker who collects antique cars and also loves horses 


“It’s a natural 
high for me,” 
said Yuvonne 

Smith, who 
doesn’t drink 
alcohol. She 
has been riding 
for over 15 
years and is the 
grandmother 

to Destiny. 


‘I was on my 
way riding to 
see this guy in 
Rahway an 
before I knew it 
I was headed to 
Atlantic City.’ 


—Yuvonne Smith 


£ ‘Called 
an“iron horse 
motorcycle 
riders also 
ave a fon 
appreciation for 
horses.’ 


City News B2 


May 24 — May 30, 2000 


The Lancelot H. Owens 
Foundation gives young people 
something to smile about 


.C. Carson, Queen Latifah, Newark TeghTOGY High School valedictorian Anna Bateman (holding 
her scholarship check) , and Rita Owens. Photo by WII Frazier 


Frazier 


Sec. Buster Soaries poses with his wife, Donna, and 
identical twin sons, Martin and Malcolm. Photo by Will 


Sitting at the 


press conference; front row: 


Rita Owens, Dionne Warwick, and Anna 
Bateman. Standing: Nathan Vincent, Delacey 
Davis, and T.C. Carson. Photo by Will Frazier 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


Special from the door, 
Lancelot Hasaan Owens was 
born Feb. 29, 1968, a leap year. A 
free spirit, Lance was one of East 
Orange’s finest young police offi- 
cers who took pride in serving his 
com-ounity. A well-rounded indi- 
vidual, “Winki” as he was loving- 
ly called by his family and 
friends — the son of Lancelot and 
Rita Owens and brother to Queen 
Latifah, lived a robust life. 
Lance’s deep appreciation for the 
arts kept him involved in music 
and theater, besides excelling in 
karate and football. A character, 
when it came to getting a rise out 
of people, Lance’s humorous side 
made him a joy to have around. 
Unfortunately, his life was cut 
short on April 26, 1992, when he 
sustained injuries that stemmed 
from a motorcycle accident. 

That same character that 
Lance displayed in life, by help- 
ing others and forever making 
someone's day, if only but to 
make them smile was ever so 
present at the The Lancelot H. 
Owens Scholarship Foundation’s 
5th Annual Awards Dinner 
Dance, held on May 13, at the 
Newark Airport Marriott. The 
event which was hosted by 
Master of Ceremony T.C. Carson, 
whose role as “Kyle” from “Living 
Singie,” made him a household 
name. The incomparable Dionne 
Warwick, who stands alone as a 
marquee in the music industry 
was Mistress of Ceremony. This 
year’s keynote speaker the pre- 
emivent truth-teller, the Rev. Al 
Sharpton delivered a message 
that got the crowd going. Special 
Honoree Awards for their unre- 
lenting service to the community 
went to Delacy Davis, who is 
founder of Black Cops Against 
Police Brutality and Secretary of 
State DeForest “Buster” Soaries. 

Established ‘by his mother 
and sister to champion his spirit, 
LHOSF is a vehicle that’s help- 
ing kids further their education 
and is putting smiles on many a 
people’s faces. Long-live Lancelot 
H. Owens — his death was not in 
vain, and his mother invoked the 


importance of Lance’s life after 
death, at the press conference 
held prior to the event. 

“It took for me to lose my own 
son to realize how precious the 
lives of children are and that we 
must do all that we can to help 
them, ” said Owens, who looked 
absolutely stunning in a body 
hugging halter-style black gown. 

Lance’s life now_serves_to 


in the city of Newark, who 
walked away with a color televi- 
sion set that she won in the raffle 
drawing. Queen Latifah, who 
served as raffle announcer, also 
made a striking fashion state- 
ment wearing a long fitted black 
skirt with a coordinating mesh 
print top, which accentuated the 
positive was off-the-hook, as she 
engaged the crowd with her can- 


Pictured from the top clockwise: Dionne Warwick, Sec. DeForest 
Soaries; Rev. Al Sharpton; Lancelot Owens Sr.; and scholarship recipi- 
ent Audrita Crawford, from Newark Science High School. 


augment the lives of students 


like Carla Toppin, Audrita 
Crawford, Tahirah Nicholls, 
Nathan Vincent, a young brother 
carrying a double-major at Kean 
University, Reginald Alexander, 
who attends Howard University 
and is a pre-med major, and 
Anna Bateman, who is the 
Valedictorian of this year’s grad- 
uating class from Technology 
High School in Newark, and 
Kelly Williams, who graduated 
from University High School and 
now attends the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
all were scholarship recipients at 
this year’s event. And they all 
left the event sporting a smiley 
face - happy to have been 
acknowledged and rewarded for 
their hard work and efforts on 
the educational front. 

There was a reason for others 
to smile as well, like Franotie 
Washington, a former educator 


did humor. 

People like Hermione King, 
who outbid everyone in the silent 
auction for the signed basketball 
from Stephon Marbury of the 
New Jersey Nets, was a happy 
camper. Mayor Sara Bost, who 
bid $160 on an Alonzo Adams 
print, was pleased as punch to 
take home a wonderful piece of 
art. And as for Cherise Tason, 
who was in a biding war for the 
Knicks’ Marcus Camby signed 
basketball was the winner, plop- 
ping down a whopping $400 for 
the one-of-a-kind item, which she} 
stated would make her husband 
a happy man. 

The event, which over the 
years has become a reunion of 
sorts for the Owens family, who 
traveled from as far as Maine, 
Missouri, and Virginia ended on 
the good foot with family and 
friends partying hard and smiles 
galore! 


Drs. helping to build a better world 


Continued from Page A1 


who dabbled in the world of 
drugs, and his mother was once a 
welfare recipient. 

Dr. Hunt, who is specializing 
in internal medicine, although 
not at the interview along with 
Drs. Davis and Jenkins partici- 
pated via a conference call. 

“You can do both,” he chimes 
in responding to the perception 
that kids who excel academically 
are not often looked upon as 
being cool. “Contrary to popular 
belief it’s not that hard. We kept 
our eyes on the prize. We need to 
change the whole idea of what is 
cool,” as he yells through the 
phone in his best thug voice, “Yo 
man I bust that chemistry test 
out,” as a new paradigm for 
“cool” talk. 

The 27-year-old doctors by 
default have been friends since 
the seventh grade. Dr. Davis 
expresses that medicine found 
them and they never set out to 
become doctors. Rather, it was 
the vision of Dr. Jenkins, the 
dentist of the crew, who urged 
the other two that they all 
should get down and do this after 
a counselor from Seton Hall 
University spoke to their class 
about careers in medicine. The 
three were seniors at University 
High School in Newark in its 
“Gifted and Talented” program. 

“Kids today are living under 
a different set of circumstances,” 
says Dr. Jenkins, who hails from 
a single parent home and spent 
his early years at the former 
Stella Wright housing projects. 
“Being 13 and having to wake 
yourself up to go to school is dif- 
ferent from the world I knew. 
Where are they to get the moti- 
vation?” 

Dr. Davis, who piggy backs 
off his partners’ frank remark, 


Dr. George Jenkins Photo by Will 
Frazier 


empathetically paints the insipid 
picture of anguish that is stran- 
gling today’s youth. 

“You are your community. 
You can’t aim for what you can’t 
see. A kid today is put into a 
tight bind from the beginning. I 
hear his cry at night with no 
lights on trying to do his home- 
work by candles. Running exten- 
sion cords to the neighbor's 
house to get lights. I didn’t set 
foot on a college campus until I 
was going there to apply.” 

This lack of exposure is the 
barrier, Drs. Davis, Hunt, and 
Jenkins are diligently working 
on to develop strategies that 
hopefully will lead to a major 
societal breakthrough - with no 
child left out of the opportunity 
loop. To some this may sound 
like a Utopian dream. 

But in the case of these doc- 
tors who represent what it 
means to be your brother's keep- 


Dr, Sampson Davis talks with 
Tanajah King (left) and Daryl 
Jackson at Marion P. Thomas 
Charter School in Newark. Photo by 
Will Frazier 

because of the environment they 
come from. And this carries over 
into their daily work. 

“It can be an unruly patient 


y a 
Angelica Allen, Executive Director, with Dr. Davis. Photo by Wil Frazier 


er, their unconventional journey 
is a classic example of Utopia. 
When times were rough during 
their undergraduate studies and 
through medical school they had 
each other to lean on in times of 
need. They defied the odds and 
made it through — young gifted 
and black brothers from the 
hood. With the irony being that 
there is a lot of untapped talent 
that resides in the hood. 

“It’s stressful being a drug 
dealer,” says Hunt, who equates 
life in general as being filled 
with stress and hard work, so his 
rationalization is why not do it 
on the positive tip — the just 
rewards are far more beneficial 
then becoming criminally twist- 
ed and justifiably entombed 


ranting and raving with another 
doctor,” says Dr. Jenkins. “But 
as soon as I walk in and give him 
five like we do everything is cool. 
The other doctors want to know 
how do I do this,” he says with a 
chuckle. 

They're ‘bout-it, ‘bout-it, 
Feu with the community, they 

re their community. So being 
able to relate to the people is just 
a lil’ something to do. No biggity. 
But monumentally, what these 
trailblazers are doing is chang- 
ing the perception of those who 
reside in their community—tal- 
ented people. These doctors are 
“Building a Better World.” Dr. 
Sampson Davis, Dr. Remeck 
Hunt and Dr. George Jenkins 


are an example to the many dis- — 


that 


within the prison i sys- 
tem. 

They consider themselves 
well-rounded individuals 


they too can succeed in life ani 
beat the odds. They are indeed 
“A Cause to Celebrate.” 


Managing Editor 
Gilda Rogers 
First Place: Weekly Sports 
“A Rose Who Grew. ..” 


Second Place: 
Weekly Feature 
“A Rite of Passage” 


What makes CITY NEWS 
the leading African-American 
newspaper in New Jersey? 


You do! 


Thank you 


Garden State Association of Black Journalists for your recognition of 


CITY NEWS 


Henry & Jan Johnson, Gilda Rogers, Carl Chase 


Publishers 
Dr. Henry Johnson and 
Jan Edgenton-Johnson 


T. Thomas Fortune Award 
for 
Lifetime Achievement 


Business Editor 
Carl Chase 
1st Place: Weekly Feature 
“They Just Took My Son’s Life” 


1st Place: 
Weekly Business Reporting 
“Lowering the Standards. ..” 


Crry News--17 years of serving 
New Jersey’s Black and Urban Communities 


1999 Named in New Jersey's top 20 1996 Black Achiovers—Entrepreneur of the Year | 1990 Alro American Award for Joumalist 
Airican-American Business people YMCA of Northem and Central New Jersey Excellence, NJ United Minority 
Business News New Jersey 1994 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commu ssiness Braintrust 

‘Service Award North Ward Center, Newark | 1989 Entrepreneur of the Year 

4999. 100 E | 

Media 1994 Best Editorial Black New Jersey Magazine, Atlantic City 
National Newspaper Pi Publishers Association |1989 Community Service Award 

199 CoportaBushess Region and, Annual Conference, Minneapolis Black United Fund of New Jersey 
Convention ol Dai 1993 Best Feature Story 1989 Certificate of Appreciation 

1998 Media Appreciation National Newspaper Publishers Association Future Bushes Leaders ot Anarca 
Aiora Kapa Aha Some Annual Conference Los Angeles, California Plainfield High Sch 

1993 "Best Youth Section 1988 Certiticate of Appreciation 

1998 ik Publishers Association Distributive Education Plainfield High 
N Grand Lodge Intemational ‘Annual Conference, Los Angeles, CA School 
F & AM Masons 

1993 Congressional Record | 1988 Special Recognition 

1998 Man and Woman of the Year Congressman Donald M. Payne NJ Minority Braintrust 
United Caribbean Alrican-American U. S. House of Representatives 
Alliance 1988 Community Service 

"888 Recon for Supon & 

1997 Meda 9 ted Minority Ioa 
in National Mnonty Business Councl, New | 05) Na Sy 1986 Outstanding Business 
‘York, NY, Communication Min Pi — A City For All Seasons 
Penn and the Minority Raona Meurs nper Pulled tainfeld — A Ciy For Al Seasons 

Annual Conference, Baltimore, Maryland 1986 Journalistic Excellence, Civic Dec 

1957 Achievement in Academics and Joumalistc | o, Lh Comal ids Seventh Day hcvona 
Pubii Plant 

age cst Buaireas Doel Oot 5 ial 

1997 Community Seni AvarsOutstaning Newark, NJ 1984 Pride in Plainfield Proclamation 

vice through Concemed Black Nurses Taylor 
of Newark, NJ Urban and Special 1991 - Best News Photo ý 
Progerusior Youll Natonal Newspaper Publishes Associaton |1984 Raskin NI Sate Genera 
Annual Conference, Nassau, Bahama: ‘Assemblywoman Angela Perun 

1996 Community Service Award 

Urban League of Union County 1991 Founder's Day Award 
Psi Phi 
Y 


May 24 — May 30, 2000 


HeartBeat 


City News B3 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital hosts 
a cancer support group. For further 
information, call (732) 235-7557. 


THURSDAY, MAY 25 


PLAINFIELD - Solaris Health Sys- 
tems. presents a sifoke prevention 
program at 10 am. For fut 
information, call (732) 632- "520, 


‘THURSDAY, JUNE 1 


NEW BRUNSWICK - St. Peter's Uni- 
versity Hospital hosts a bereave- 
ment support group at 7 p.m. 

further information, call (732) 748. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 2 


NEW BRUNSWICK - St. Peter's Hos- 
pital hosts a breastfeeding support 
group at 4 p.m. For further infor- 
mation, call (732)745-8600, ext. 
8820. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 3 


sy BRUNSWICK - St. Peter's Uni- 

a A a a 

ughter program at 1:30 

ap For further information, call 
(800) 334-0699. 


MONDAY, JUNE 5 


NEW BRUNSWICK - St. Peter’s Uni- 
versity Hospital hosts a breast can- 
cer support group, at 7 p.m. 
further information, call (732) 745- 
6680. 


Cardiovascular 
research on blacks, 
other ‘minorities’ 


JACKSON, Miss. (AP) _ 
International researchers will 
spend three days in Jackson dis- 
cussing the nation’s first cardio- 
vascular research on blacks and 
other minority health issues. 

“We're using the Jackson 
Heart Study as the background,” 
said Dr. Wallace Conerly, vice 
chancellor for health affairs at 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center. “It’s a success- 
ful effort already to get this 
large group of people together 
studying this.” 

Conference leaders will work 
on finding the cause of dispari- 
ties in health among the races 
and ways of developing treat- 
ments to close the gap in 
research on African-Americans. 


‘African Americans in 
Mississippi have a 

28 percent higher rate 
for cardiovascular 
disease than whites’ 


Mississippi's cardiovascular 
mortality rate remains the high- 
est in the nation, according to 
state Department of Health epi- 
demiologist Dr. Alan Penman 

“African Americans in Mis- 
sissippi have a 28 percent higher 


Lifestyle linked to excess diabetes risk among blacks 


By Lindsey Tanner 


CHICAGO (AP) New 
research suggests that obesity, 
poor diet and lack of exercise 
strongly contribute to the high 
incidence of diabetes in black 
women but doesn’t rule out a 
possible genetic explanation as 


In a nine-year study of more 
than 12,000 middle-aged Ameri- 
cans, “potentially modifiable” 
lifestyle factors explained nearly 
half the excess risk in black 
women but accounted for little of 
the excess diabetes risk faced by 
black men. 

The findings appear in 
today’s Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

The excess diabetes risk 
black men and women face that 
is not explained by lifestyle fac- 
tors could be due to “other envi- 


Alternatives for Lactose 


By Glen Ellis 


The concept of 
lactose intolerance is rooted in 
the consumption of cow’s milk 
and its by-products. The basic 
problem with milk is centered on 
a concept referred to as lactose 
intolerance. Lactose is the sugar 
found in milk. Mammals that 
produce milk form this lactose in 
their cells. When lactose pro- 
ceeds down into the colon, two 
problems arise at this point: 

‘he bacteria that are no 
rmally found in the colon act 
upon the lactose. Here, the bac- 
teria ferments the lactose and 
turns it 
into a gas (carbon dioxide) and 
an acid (lactic acid). 

2. Molecules of lactose cause 
water to be “sucked” into the in- 
testinal tract, causing more gas 

and water to accumulate. This 
mixture brings on cramping, 
bloating, passage of gas, and, in 

some, a case of watery diarrhea. 
It is natural to lose the lactase 
activity in the gastrointestinal 
tract. It is a biological fact of 
growing up. 

Researchers and scientists 
have concluded that most people 
and all animals lose lactase 
activity. What could be more con- 
vincing than nature not intend- 


ronmental risk factors that are 
unknown to us, or there might be 
genetic differences,” said co- 
author W.H. Linda Kao, a Johns 
Hopkins University researcher. 

The results aren't surprising 
since overweight people get more 
diabetes, said Dr. Richey Shar- 
rett, senior scientific adviser for 
the epidemiology and biometry 
program at the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute, which 
helped fund the study. 

But Sharrett said the find- 
ings could have significant impli- 
cations for helping reduce a 
widespread problem in the black 
community if factors that can be 
changed play such a big role in 
black women's risk for the dis- 
ease. 

About 14 million Americans 
have adult-onset, or type 2 dia- 
betes, a metabolic disorder in 


ing for lactase-containing foods 
to be consumed after weaning. 
70% of African-Americans, 

85% of Japanese; 78% of Arabs 
and 85% of Chinese are lactase 
deficient! You ask how will you 
insure that you will have strong 
teeth and amount of Calcium in 
your diet is only) one factor in 
determining how much Calcium 
actually gets into your body. 
Many of the other things we eat 
interfere with Calcium absorp- 
tion from the intestinal tract. 
Among them are phosphates, 
fiber and protein. 

In addition to these, Vitamin 
D and hormones play an impor- 
tant role in increasing absorp- 
tion of Calcium. A baby absorbs 
more Calcium from human milk 
than from cow’s milk, even 
though the cow’s milk contains 
four times as much Calcium per 
quart. 


The reason for this is the Phos- 
phorus content in milk. When 
Phosphorus combines with Cal- 
cium in the intestinal tract, it 
prevents the absorption of Calci- 
um in to the bloodstream. Cow 
milk is extremely rich in phos- 
phorus 

Furthermore, it is clear that 
we really don’ t know how much 
Calcium humans need. In Amer- 
ica the daily recommendation is 
800 mg., 

All we truly know is that 
either too little or too much is not 
good: We just don’t know exactly 
how, much is too little or too 
much. 


Alternative medicine 
forced into mainstream 


By Marilyn J. Kondwani 


Due to overwhelming 
demand by their patients, Amer- 
ican physicians are starting to 
explore the pros and cons of non- 
traditional treatments. In fact, 
public interest in alternative 
health remedies is so great the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association reported recently 
over 42 percent of American 
adults have used unconventional 
practices not taught in medical 
school, like acupuncture, herbs, 

i ic, and 


rate for disease 
than whites,” Penman said. 

Dr. Herman Taylor, director 
of the heart study, said another 
conference goal is finding ways 
to increase the numbers of 
minority students who pursue 
careers in research. 

`The state of health for 
America’s minority groups is a 
national emergency, and 
research lays the groundwork 
for effective action to improve 
health,” Taylor said. 

The conference is sponsored 
by Jackson State University, 
UMC, Tougaloo College, and the 

Office of Research for Minority 


Representatives from Van- 
derbilt University, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, the Johns Hopkins Center, 
Meharry Medical School, Tulane 
University and Xavier Universi- 
ty are scheduled to attend. 

The Jackson Heart Study, 
funded by the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute, will 
follow 6,500 blacks to determine 
their risk of heart disease. Con- 
erly anticipates the Biody will 
last four or five decades. 


‘during 1997, American 
adults made 60 percent more 
visits to alternative medicine 


practitioners than to doctors.” 


Physicians new found inter- 
est in alternative medicine may 
also be fueled by Harvard Med- 
ical School researchers who 
found that during 1997, Ameri- 
can adults made 60 percent more 
visits to alternative medicine 
practitioners than to doctors. 
Surely the fact consumers paid 
27 billion dollars for alternative 
health care, the same amount 
they spent to see their physi- 
cians in the same year, with no 


therapies are not telling their 
doctors about it. “I was afraid to 
tell my doctor that I am using 
Ginko Biloba, said Sharon Jones 
of Decatur, Georgia. “When I 
brought up the issue of using 
Ginko and other herbs to help 
improve my memory, the doctor 
told me that not enough research 
has been done on herbs and that 
I would be better off using the 
prescription drug he prescribed 
for me. 

As a result of this communi- 
cation gap it is believed that 
roughly 15 millions adults are 
believed to be taking both pre- 
scription drugs and natural 
remedies without medical super- 
vision on any kind. This situa- 
tion leaves both traditional and 
alternative medicine profession- 
als concerned about patients 
whose lack of knowledge places 
them at risk of dangerous cross- 
reactions from using prescrip- 
tion drugs and herbal remedies 
at the same time. 

In future columns, detailed 
reports on common herb and 
drug interactions will be pre- 
sented. In addition, numerous 
publications, wellness centers, 
and internet sites 

(www.mothernature.com/enc 
y/Index/Drug_Index.asp) are 
available where qualified health 


companies, also increased physi- 
cians interest in serving the 
needs of their patients. 

While this move to alterna- 
tive health care may be just 
what the doctor ordered, the 
Harvard researchers noted a 
pressing concern: patients who 
use herbs and other alternative 


will answer ques- 
tions and provide suggestions to 
keep you in the best of health. 
Direct questions and com- 
ments to thenaturalhealth- 
news@hotmail.com or visit web- 
site: http:\\www.thenatural- 


-healthnews.freelife.com 


Write to P.O. Box 1261, 
Stone Mountain, GA 30088 


which the body can’t make 
enough or properly use insulin, a 
hormone that processes blood 
sugar. Diabetes can lead to kid- 
ney failure, blindness and nerve 
damage. 

Most of the 2.3 million blacks 
with diabetes have the adult- 
onset form. 

Good diet, exercise and 
weight loss can help improve the 
body’s use of insulin and is usu- 
ally recommended in adult-onset 
diz etes. 

The authors analyzed data on 
12,107 adults aged 45 to 64 par- 
ticipating in a nationwide ather- 
osclerosis study and compared 
the number of blacks and whites 
who developed en during a 
nine-year follow uj 

In all, 459 blacks and 966 
whites developed the disease. 

ack women were nearly 2 


Intolerants 


Tm sure you already know 
about other dietary sources of 
Galcium. They are Tofu, spinach, 
turnip greens, cabbage, kidney 
beans, soybeans, almonds and 
mustard greens 
Let me close 
this- 


with 


daily oo 
milk, Brazilians 250mg a day, 
and the average citizen of Ghana 
get- 8mg a day. Yet, we don’t 
see pictures of these non- Ameri- 
cans toothless or crawling on the 
ground because of broken, brittle 
bones. 

The answer to the question of 
what will happen to your teeth 
and bones if you don’t drink milk 
is simple nothing that wouldn’t 
have happened anyway. 


1/2 times more likely to get it 
than whites, and black men were 
about 1 1/2 times more likely -- 
figures in line with previous 
research. 

Black women had fewer 
years of formal education and 
were more likely to have a fami- 
ly history of diabetes than 
whites. But “modifiable” factors, 
especially obesity, accounted for 
47.8 percent of the excess risk in 
black women, said the authors, 
led by Dr. Frederick L. Brancati. 

“Our conclusions regarding 
black women just support fur- 
ther the strategy of primary pre- 
vention,” Kao said. “It’s definite- 
ly a hard task. 

“We all know that we should 
try to reduce our weight and lead 
a more (healthy) lifestyle, but 
how to do that -- that’s the chal- 
lenge for the diabetes educato; 


By Gloria Dulan-Wilson 


Richard Spears, former Pres- 
ident of 100 Black Men of New 
Jersey has announced an 
alliance with the Jersey City 
Family Health Center, and the 
Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance (IMA) to fight prostate 
cancer via a series of screenings 
at a special Men’s Health Day. 

The event, the first of a 
series, kicked off St. Michael’s 
Methodist Church, 37 Virginia 
Avenue in Jersey City. “Realiz- 
ing that it is extremely difficult 
to get Black men to go for their 
screening, we tried to sweeten 
the pot by offering them free 
transportation to and from the 
screening, as well as free lunch 
Participants also received com- 
plimentary samples of nutrition- 
al products and other samples. 

The screenings will be held 
in conjunction with the Dean 
and Betty Gallo Prostate Insti- 
tute of New Jersey. According to 
medical statistics, African Amer- 
ican men have the highest rate 


of prostate cancer. - It is recom- 


Good diet, exercise — 
and weight loss can 
help improve the 
body’s use of 

and is usually 
recommended in 


adult-onset 
diabetics. 


We all know ihar we 
shouid iry 10 reduce 
bar weigh aral leed a 
more (healihy) 
este but how to 
do that . that's the 
challenge for the 
diabetes educators! 
WH, Linda Kao 


100 Black Men, Jersey City Family Health 
Center team up to fight prostate cancer 


mended by the American Cancer 
Society that men over 40 have 
yearly screenings, which usually 
involve a simple exam and a 
blood test. Research is being 
conduct on the connection 
between prostate cancer and 
diet, with a view toward develop- 
ing guidelines for preventing the 
disease. 


‘Our goal is to 
improve their quality 
of life, and enhance 
their capacity 

to move beyond 

the statistics’ 


Over the coming months the 
Hudson Men’s Campaign will 
address other health issues that 
directly impact men of Hudson 
County. “Our goal is to improve 
their quality of life, and enhance 
their capacity to move beyond 
the statistics,” stated Spears. 

Men, or the women who love 
them, can call (201)946-6458 for 
information about upcoming 
medical screenings. 


Health Equipment 
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Health Care Providers 
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Physicians 
Counseling Services 


HMO's 


Health Insurance Providers 
Health Care Workers’ Training Programs 


Reach the $47 Million 
N NJ African-American 
A | Health Consumer Market 


ey in the City News /ear7sear section 
Your guide to healthy living 


Who should advertise 
in the City News 
HearTBEAT section? , 


Sorc 


Published every Wednesday 

; News takes a look at 

the health issues on the minds 
of African Americans ina 

special section titled 


: **Heartbeat.”’ 
Call (973) 642-4400 


Targat Market News, tp 


Annual fi 


98, 


Whitney Houston Whitney 
Greatest Hits (Arista) 


In the wake of the recent 
game between Whitney Houston 


and the media, Houston scores 
some points with her latest 
release, “Whitney: . Greatest 
Hits,” which demonstrates the 


ne 
powerful, diva vocals that have 
been absent from her songs since 
“I Will Always Love You 
Lining up many of her num: 
ber one hits, Houston packs a 
guaranteed entertaining mix on 
the first of the double-cd release 
(called Cool Down), with songs 
like “You Give Good Love, 
ing All My Love Fe 
“Greatest Love of All,” 
Once,” “I Will Alw: 
“Exhale (Shoop Shoop), 
many more. Adding to this nice 
collection are some new songs 
including an enticing duet with 
Deborah Cox on “Same Script, 
Different Cast,” and her duet 
with Enrique Iglesias on “Could 
I Hine ie Kiss Forever.” 
her second disc, “Thrown 
Down,” Houston supplies a solid 
upbeat selection that will cer- 
tainly reinstate her diva status. 
The standouts on this collection 
include “Fine” written and pro- 
duced by Raphael Saadiq and Q- 
i ang 


her rendition of “The Star Spa 
aier Beane tidtuehb bibs ht 
the Superbowl in 1991 at Miami. 


Tracey Lee Go Head (Uni- 
) 


vers; 


Tracey Lee, the rapper best 
known for his debut single, “The 
Theme (It’s Party Time),” and 
his single “Keep Your Hands 
High,” featuring the Notorious 
B.I.G. (with the track used now 
for BET’s “Madd Sports,” 
featuring Coolio), is back w 
his new single, “Go Head,” off his 
upcoming sophomore album, 
“Live From The 215.” The album 
gives homage to his hometown of 
Philadelphia 

On “Go Head,” Lee talks 
about trying to get to the top 
while battling those who do not 
want to see him “go head” to a 
successful career. The song, with 
the track produced by Deric 

D.O.P.” Angelettie and Henri 
Charlemagne, provides a solid 
sound for the even-tempo song, 
but does not distinguish itsel 


from the other tracks to estab- 
lish its own recognizable and 
entertaining sound 


“The Marshall 
Mathers LP” 
Eminem Interscope 


“Masterpiece The- 
ater” 
En'Vogue Elektra 


“Lucy Pearl” 
Lucy Pearl Beyond 


Ae n Train 1970 & 
197 
Various Artists 
Rhino 


“Every Great 
Rioters Hit” Marvin 
Gaye Motown 


“Last Days (Live)” 
Marvin Gaye 
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Joplin meets Aretha through Nina Storey’s ‘Shades’ 


By Rob Williams 
Staff Writer 


When you ask singer Nina 
Storey about working with chil 
dren, she seems almost as excit- 
ed about that topic as she is 
about her new album, “Shades.” 

“I believe so strongly in 
encouraging kids, You put an 
idea in a kid’s head and they will 
run with it,” Storey said. 

Storey, 26, not only speaks as 
a teacher, but as an example as 
well 

“I didn't have any training 
growing up, but my choir tea 
was pivotal in me eae a 
music career. 

“When I met him, he said ‘you 
have a good voice,” and because 
he put that in my head, nothing 
could stop me,” Storey said 

‘And from the looks of things, 
nothing is stopping Storey from 
success, as she is currently pro- 


Storey, work with a lot of R&B 
and gospel singers when she was 
young. Jan worked as a produc- 
er with many international 
artists, and her father worked as 
an engineer, touring with Frank 
Sinatra, Johnny Mathis, and 
other. Although she grew up 
around music, she did not seri- 
ously start pursuing her career 
until she experienced recording 
in studio. 

“There was a situation in 
which they needed a singer, and 
I had been singing a little bit in 
school mother said ‘my 
daughter was interested in 
singing this’,” Storey said 

‘After that, she began to learn 
the music process, and watched 
her parents and the musicians 
work. y 
“I would júst sit in on the ses- 
sion while she worked on many 
R&B songs. I was also exposed to 
a lot of writing, and the process 


moting hér lat- aetna NE writing,” 
est, “Shades,” € 4 i Storey said. 
es" ‘T believe so i ' 
ele: this in encouraging kids. Storey released 
yearanRedtady “ue COUNASING IOR: T alta) 
Records and has You put an idea in a “Guilt, and 
rawn compar- y. ioney,” in 1993 
isons of Storey to kid’s head and they on Red Lady 
legendary artists Records. She 


like Janis Joplin, 


Annie Lennox, 
and Aretha 
Franklin to 


name a few 

“It’s a tremendous compli- 
ment. To be in the same sentence 
with them is pretty incredible,” 
Storey during a telephone inter- 
view from her hotel room in New 
York 

Storey is quickly becoming 
known for her powerful voice and 
ability to hold strong notes for 
immeasurable lengths of time, 
ensuring a promising career that 
could end up at a VH1 Divas Spe- 
cial next to Monica and Aretha 

One strong influence on 
Storey’s music style can be 
traced to her upbringing, which 
involved watching her mother, 
Jan Storey, and her father, Bill 


Brandy to receive 
Governors Award 


Singer and actress Brandy 
will receive the Governors 
Award from the Los Angeles 
chapter of the 
Recording 
Academy at its 


Others to be 
honored 
include Warn- 
er/Chappell 
Music CEO Les 
Bider, notes 
producer and 
composer 
David Foster, 
and pianist- 
producer 
James New- 
ton-Howard 
„at the ceremo- 
ny scheduled to 


Hills Hotel. 
The Gover- 
nors Award 
honors long- 
standing mem- 
bers of the old- 
est chapter in 


will run with it.’ 
— Nina Storey 


eventually 
toured Europe, 
and_performed 
in Spain an 
the World’s Fair. She also per- 
formed on a navy aircraft carrier 
in the Gulf, which was attacked 
soon after she left. Also on her 
tour she visited war torn Croatia 
and Macedonia. 

While on tour, she also wrote 
more material and recorded live 
collection that eventually became 
the material for “Bootleg: The 
Live CD,” released in 1995. 

Yet, it would not be until five 
years later that Storey would 


release her next album, 
“Shades.” 

Why the wait? 

“Money,” Storey replied. 


ae was recorded in 1997, 
have been promoting 


so 


inum in its 40-year career. 

In a statement issued by 
founding member Otis Williams, 
The Temptations, (who have 
seen 19 different singers), credit- 
ed their longevity to not having 
any one man shine and focusing 
on working as a group. 


FTC to 
lower 
CD 
prices 
The Federal 


the result of a 
settlement 
reached with 


federal charges 
were levied on 
ajor music 
companies for a 
practice called 
“minimum _prie- 
in; 


the Recording 
Academy whose 
achievements 
have in some- 
way affected 
the landscape of music. 


Temptations 
prepare for 57th 
album release 


The Temptations are get- 
ting ready to release its 57th 
album, “Ear Resistible,” this 
month. Adding their name to the 
list of older groups recruiting 
younger talent for a more mod- 
ern sound, the first track “I’m 
Here,” produced by singer Joe, 
was written and co-produced by 
Gerald Levert and Narada 
Michael Walden. 

The group also earned an 
achievement when its last 
album, “Phoenix Rising,” was 
nominated for two Grammies in 
1999 and was the first album 
from the group to reach plat- 


Brandy Courtesy of the African 
Heritage Network 


pricing” is the 
practice in 
which distribu- 
ors compel 
retailers to sell 
CDs at or ab we a fixed price. In 
return the industry underwrites 
a substantial amount of retail- 
ers’ advertising. 

e government accused dis- 
tributors and retailers of keeping 
CD prices so high because they 
were trying to avoid the price 
wars that took place in the early 
1990s, where consumer were 
paying as little as $9.99 for a CD. 
CDs are now priced between $14 
and $17. 

The FTC estimated the pric- 
ing practice has cost consumers 
at least $480 million in the past 
three years. The settlement calls 
for record companies not to use 
this practice for the next seven 
years. Due to the fact that the 
case was settled, record compa- 
nies will not have to pay any 
penalties on past actions. 


Nina Storey Photo courtesy of Shore 


‘Shades’ for three years now. It’s 
been a beautiful gift. It is being 
welcomed as good music...reaf- 
firms my belief in this project. 
We put so much work and love in 
the music, Everything from the 
creation of the music and the pro- 
motion...it is the product of hard 
work.” 


But the wait seemed worth it, 
as she now has three albums and 
various touring experience, 
including the famed Lillith Fair 


Fire Media 


concert, under her belt. But more 
importantly, through her experi- 
ences she has learned how to 
become more involved with her 
music to get it at the level she 
wants. 

“When I released the first 
record all the songs were written 
by me. But I’ve learned so much 
about instrumentation and 
orchestration, and I was really 
tuned in to writing song,” Storey 
said 


Through all the accolades for 
her talent and what she has 
learned along the way, the most 
flattering comments do not come 
from famous music peers, but 
not-so-well-known fan whose is 
just as flattered to meet her. 

“It’s a really good feeling, but 
it is just as important to me for 
people to hear. For a teenage boy 
to give it up and say ‘I love your 
music’ is huge,” Storey said. 


100 Black Men of America 


14th Annual National Conference 


presents a 


Black Tie Gala 


featuring 


The Isley Brothers 


June 10, 2000 
8:00 p.m. 


New Jersey Performing Arts Center 
Newark, New Jersey 


Charitable Contribution: $15 
Dinner and Performance 


For tickets call: 1-800-GO-NJPAC 
For further information call: 


100 Black Men of New Jersey 


at 
973-678-6522 
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Billboard 


‘SUNDAY, MAY 28 


NEW YORK - Henry Street Settlement 
Abrons Arts Center presents Flamen- 
co! For further information, call (212) 
598-0400. 


MONDAY, JUNE 1 


METUCHEN - The Forum Theatre 
Company presents the comedy “Ele- 
phant Sighs.” For further information, 
call (732) 548-0582 


MONDAY, JUNE 1 (THROUGH 
JUNE 4) 


NEWARK - Newark Symphony Hall 
presents “ His Woman His Wife.” For 
further information, call (973) 643- 
8009. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 6 


ELIZABETH - Family and Children’s 
Services hosts “Come Visit The Kean 
Estate”, from 10a.m.- 4 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, call (908) 352-7474, 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8 


NEWARK - WBGO/88.3 FM presents 
Randy Weston , at 9:00 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, call (973) 624-8880, 
ext. 2 


NEW BRUNSWICK - The State The- 
ater presents Engelbert Humperdinck 

.m. For further information, call 
(732) 246-7469. 
MILLBURN - Debbie Reynolds 
appears at the Paper Mill Playhouse, 
at 8:00 p.m. For further information, 
call (973) 376-4343, 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13 (THROUGH 
JULY 2). 


MADISON - The New Jersey Shake- 
speare Festival presents “The For- 
est.” For further information, call (973) 
408-3278. 


By Kam Williams 


Inner city meets outer city plot leaves audience feeling ‘Held Up’ 
Ta 


FILM REVIEW 


I can’t remember watching 
anything so horrible in my life. 

id Up,” directed by Steve 
Ror (Eddie), attempts to cash in 
on the inner city-meets-outer city 
theme successfully developed in 
such action comedies as “Blue 
Streak,” “Rush Hour” and “Noth- 
ing to Lose.” But this unbear- 
able dud issues an unreality 
check that. bounces Superball 
high. No doubt, “Held Up” is the 
worst of the hundred or so films 
Tve seen this year. 

The film stars Nia Long (The 
Best Man) and Jamie Foxx (Any 
Given Sunday). 

ho’s advising them? I have 
a friendly suggestion for Nia and 
Jamie, for your own good, you 
might want to stop taking calls 
from the agent who signed you 
up for this amateurish fiasco 

Superficially, the plot doesn’t 
sound so bad. Successful Chica- 
go businessman Mike (Foxx) 
takes his spoiled fiancee’ Rae 
(Long) on what was supposed to 

be a romantic vacation to the 
Grand Canyon. But the young 
couple gets into an argument 
over the vintage Studebaker 
Mike buys in Arizona. Rae, who 
feels the money could have been 
better used as a down payment 
on a dream home, gets annoyed. 

At this juncture, only five 
minutes into the movie, the film 
falls apart. Inexplicably, Rae 
jumps into the back of a pick-up 
and rides off into the desert with 
a bunch of good ol’ boys who have 
been openly admiring her tangi- 
ble assets. 


Jamie Foxx in a scene from “Held Up.” 


Stop right there. It was sim- 
ply silly to suggest that a 
bourgie, sassy sistah would 
dump her husband-to-be for a 
carload of horny rednecks. 


sappy conclusion. 
himself stranded in the middle of 
nowhere at a combination gas 
station/convenience store called 
Sip and Zip. No sooner does Rae 


Mike finds 


This turn-of-events takes the leave than a gang of gun-wield- 
talented Nia Long out of the pic- ing Chicano desperadoes arrive 


ture, until she’s needed for the fti 


jo rob not only the clerk but his 


Photo courtesy of Trimark Pictures 


customers. 

Before the banditos can 
escape and make a desert get- 
away across the border to Mexi- 
co, the cops surround them, led 
by doofus Deputy Beaumont 
(Jake Busey). A standoff ensues 
and the action and movie grinds 


toa halt. It’s as if passive Direc 
tor Rash decided to let stand-up 
comedian Foxx improvise for an 
hour. But nothing he tries works 
on a set cluttered with charac 
ters standing around waiting for 
a cue. 

Foxx plays mostly off Rusty 
(Sam Gifaldi), the young kid who 
mistakes Michael first for rap 
star Puff Daddy, then for 
rapist/boxer Mike Tyson. 

The wannabe tyke’s attempts 
to act black (thrusts out chest), 
talk black (We bad?) and dress 
black (turns cap backwards) are 
so poorly executed, they're offen- 
sive 

There’s nothing about Mary 
(Sarah Paulson), a personality- 

less local yokel who becomes 
catatonic and just stands bent 
over in an aisle staring into 
space like a mental patient 
Meanwhile, Jack (John Cullem), 
a hulking biker, loiters at the 
newspaper rack, leafing through 
a magazine as if unaware of the 
hostage situation. 

The film felt like a lot longer 
than 90 minut awaited the 
obvious, tidy resolution, reunit- 
ing Mike with Rae for a ride into 
the sunset despite her bad atti- 
tude and bad wig day. The whole 
production looks very stagy, as if 
it was a one act, grade school 
play filmed by a proud papa. It 
was like driving nails into my 
own head 

Recommend it to someone 
you really ha 


Poor (0 stars) 

Rated PG-13 for mild profan- 
ity and pistol-whipping and 
assorted gun play 


Kam’s Kapsules 
For films opening 


May 26, 2000 
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New book 


Have you ever heard in 
Black culture someone say to 
another “Pm going home to 
grease? “ or “Mama can sure 
burn. “ Do they mean that liter- 

ally? Is there a lot of grease in 
soul food? Do African Ameri- 
cans like their food well done or 
almost burnt? Do greens and 
beans require pork to satisfy as 
soul food? Is this a legacy from 
slavery that remains with us 135 
years later? 

Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu has 
written excellent book, 

tan! I'm Taking Back My 
Health, which discusses diet and 
health issues. 

While the author acknowl- 
edges America has a health 
problem, African Americans are 
dying in record numbers to heart 
disease, cancer, and diabetes. 
What is more tragic is that it is 
occurring in earlier ages, many 
African American women will 
spend the last two decades of 
their lives as widows, Is soul 
food destroying our souls? 

Dr. Kunjufu describes a typi- 
cal church service that calls out 
the names of the people on the 
sick and shut-in list. They then 
mention they are serving ham, 
fried chicken, and pork chops 


an 


BETTER LIVING 
THROUGH CIRCUITRY 
Curious second film by Jon 

Reiss, director of “Cleopatra's Sec- 

ond | Husband.” Documentary 

where roving camera explores the 
world-wide Rave phenomenon 

Interviews with spontaneous party- 

hoppers yields intriguing insights 

into the attitudes of the advocates 

of a rebellious lifestyle. Worse liv- 

ing through self-abuse. 


8% WOMEN 

Forty-fourth film of envelope- 
pusher Peter Greenaway.(“The 
Thief, the Cook, His Wife & Her 
Lover”). Provocative, Fellini- 
inspired (814) tale about a grieving, 
wealthy widower who seduces his 


examines 


after service! There appears to 
be no realization that diet maybe 
contributing to the sick and 
shut-in list. What I enjoyed most 
about the book was how God has 
given us healing scriptures, fast- 
ing, and prayer to overcome our 
illness. Dr. Kunjufu is very crit- 
ical of churches who offer a soul 
food diet, no healing hands, or 
intercessory prayer. 
re was so much informa- 

tion in the book about diet, vita- 
mins, herbs, enemas, colonies, 
exercise, and fasting. How could 
the country that consumes the 
most milk have the greatest 
incidence of osteoporosis? What 
happens to food not eliminated 
that remains in the body indefi- 
nitely at 98 degree temperature? 

hy has diabetes reached epi- 
demic proportions in the 

African American communi- 
ty? Is there a relationship 
between diabetes and sugar 
drowning the Black communi- 
ty? Does soul food require five 
pounds of sugar? 

Dr. Kunjufu is equally criti- 
cal of the medical community 
that only receives three hours of 
nutrition courses and often does 
not reflect exemplary health. He 
is more concerned about patients 


son before starting a harem to 
indulge other deviant delights, 
Odd octet plus double amputee 
move into ‘mansion and interlock- 
ing fantasy turns nightmarish 
Contrived, paradoxical reflection on 
sex in the ‘00s. 


KIKUJIRO 

(In Japanese with subtitles) 
Another “Central Station” ripoff 
has 9 year-old orphan escorted by 
heartless turned honorable elder on 
cross-country search for long-lost 
mother. Pair find nudity, pedophil- 
ia and inner selves on the rocky 
road to reunion. 


SHANGHAI NOON 
“Rush Hour” plot line revisited 


in Wild West. Jackie Chan, 19th 
century bodyguard to kidnapped 
Chinese princess, trails kidnappers 
all the way from Orient to Nevada 
to dole out his special brand of 
chopsocky justice. 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 2 
Visual fix specialist John Woo 
(“Face Off’) directs action-oriented 
sequel pits Tom Cruise against 
Scottish bio-terrorist threatening to 
release deadly virus. Your mission, 
Tom, should you decide to accept it, 
is to stop the scurrilous Scotsman 
and to destroy that virus 
With Thandie Newton, Ving 
Rhames and Anthony Hopkins. 


Blacks’ eating habits 


Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu File photo 


who have relinquished all 
responsibility for their health to 
acztors, Many Americans have 
never made a health decision 
and blindly follow their doctors 
orders. This book is essential for 
the 44 million Americans who 


lack health insurance. Twenty- 
five percent of African Ameri- 
cans are without health insur- 
ance. If cancer is a result of a 
weak immune system no longer 
able tọ fight off cancer cells, are 
there other approaches 
surgery, chemotherapy, 
radiation? This book is filled 
with alternative treatments and 
healing centers. 

Dr. Kunjufu is well aware 
that it is tough to change old 
dietary habits. One chapter of 
the book is on lifestyles. How 
long will it take to break the 
legacy of slavery? Does pork 
have to be served at every meal? 
Do we live to eat or eat to live? 
Will Black America ever see a 
holiday feast that will include 
soy burgers, tofu patties, meat- 
less red beans, cabbage, greens, 
salad, and carrot juice? 

Satan, I'm Taking Back My 
Health paces a blueprint for 
those who want to live longer, 
feel better, and enjoy all that 
God has planned for them 

Dr. Kunjufu is the author of 
18 peeks including Countering 
The mspiracy To ee 
Black Bove Adam! Wher 
You? Why Most aby ei Men Don't 
GoT 


‘Artist of the Year’ po oarit black culture through E uihiles 


[CAGO — Artist Thomas 
Blackshear, known for capturing 
the essence of black culture in 


1999 “Artist of the Year” 
the National Association of Lim- 
ited Editions Dealers (NALED). 

Although Blackshear's limit- 
ed edition prints and collector's 
plates have brought him acclaim, 
his unparalleled depiction of 
black life in the elegant and life- 
like figures of his Ebony 
Visions represents the culmi- 
nation of a lifelong dream 

“I always knew I wanted to 
create this collection,” he says, 
“and I had distinct ideas about 
what I wanted.” Blackshear’s 
understanding of the black expé- 
rience, coupled with his artistic 
imagination, translates into a 
visual feast evoking ethnic pride 
and heartfelt memories. 

Blackshear refers to his 
design style as Afro-Nouveau, 
because of its blend of Art-Nou- 
veau and African motifs. This 
masterful blend was introduced 


Thomas BlackshearFile photo 


in six designs released in 1995 by 
Willitts Designs, based in 
Petaluma, California 

From those first designs, the 
collection has captured the atten- 
tion and the hearts. of collectors 
worldwide. 

In addition to the 1999 award 
for “Artist of the Year,” Blacks- 
hear was previously awarded 
NALED’s “Rising Star” award. 


After garnering awards for his 
individual designs such as “The 
Tender Touch,” “The Storyteller” 
and “The Protector,” Blacks- 
hear’s Ebony Visions has become 
a highly sought after brand in 
the collectibles market. The sug- 
gested retail price for the fig- 
urine collectibles ranges from 
$50.00 to $225.00. 

The collection also received 
the prestigious “FRAME Fine 
Arts Award” and was rocogniged 
by the National A 


black experience. 

“No matter what the theme,” 
Blackshear says, “I always strive 
to create designs that are mean- 
ingful and create a multi-dimen- 
sional picture of African- Ameri- 
can people. I thank the collectors 
for Sharing the vision. The ideas 
that inspire my art are often 
divine, based upon my deep and 
personal faith. My work is the 
expression of the many blessings 
Tve received.” 

e Blacksh Circle has 


Marketing Developers, the Black 
Creative Professionals Associa- 
tion and the National Black Pub- 
lic Relations Society as the most 
significant new fine arts concept 
featuring black culture. 

illitts Designs, a leading 
creator of fine quality, cultur- 
ally-based collectibles, estab- 
lished a collectors club in 1997. 
The Blackshear Circle and The 
Circle have inspired 


over 7,700 members and contin- 
ues to grow. Collectors who join 
receive special benefits and priv- 
ileges such as, early looks at new 
designs and exclusive purchase 
of members only pieces, as well 
as ‘invitations to artist signings, 
collectible shows and dinner 
receptions. 

Blackshear’s Ebony Visions 
will be introducing a new line of 


people from across the country to 
collect and exchange these time- 
less sculpted scenes from the 


and jewelry 
called The Cio DE Style in 


Actors’ union cal 


LOS ANGELES (AP) 
fallout from an actors’ strike 
against commercial producers 
includes a magazine advertisement 
that the Screen Actors Guild says 
insults women and blacks, The ad 
was placed in a trade publication 
called Shoot by a commercial pro- 
duction firm headed by top film 
directors Ridley Scott (“Gladiator”) 
and Tony Scott (“Top Gun”). It fea- 
tures a picture of an older, bare- 
breasted black woman and the 
headline, “In South Africa, this is 
what SAG means, 

“To service clients, Marcus Nis- 


The 


pel is setting up a temporary office 


Is strike-related 


ad insulting to women, blacks 


in South Africa, where production 

is cost effective and they've never 

heard of SAG,” the ad for the Scotts’ 
SA USA company says. 

‘The ad, with a reference to 
high-profile RSA USA commercial 
director Nispel, was intended to 
provoke a reaction and has drawn a 
sitive industry response, 

managing director, Linda 


ave had some negative 
reaction about the ad being in ques- 
tionable taste,” Ross told the trade 
paper. “It’s a bit of shock value for 
shock value’s sake. But there is a 
Jot of business at stake here.” 
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By Sakina Spruell 
Correspondent 


The UniverSoul circus came 
to town last week and enter- 
tained a Newark audience with 
all the soulful ingredients need- 
ed for a good time. The only 
African-American owned and 


The Malatsi Duo, contortior 
operated big-top style travel- 
ling circus was complete with 
acrobats, contortionists, ele- 
phants and chimpanzees; but it 
was the familiar music of 
Michael Jackson, Marvin Gaye 
and Hip-Hop artists like DMX 
that brought the unique cultur- 
al element that gave Saturday’s 
crowd a reasond to clap and 
sing along. 

To the sounds of Carlos 
Santana and Wyclef Jean, a 
Columbian family rode bicycles 
across the high wire, as well as 
moon-walked the wire. At one 
point, one of the Willy family 
members revolved on a hoop 
around the wire. Two of the 


from Johanesburg, South Africa 


p 


brothers rode bikes across the 
tight rope with a pole suspend- 
ed between the two of them, 
which carried another brother 
as he sat in a chair. Before the 
family reached the end of the 
rope, the DJ lowered the music, 
and the crowd chanted the cho- 
rus, “Maria, Maria.” 


eeevoesee eee 


The Willey Family, high wire acrobats from Columbia, South America 


The entire production was 
educational as well as enter- 
taining. For the finale, the 
Latino high-wire family had 
the crowd countdown in 
Spanish as they balanced one 
another six men high. 

“Always. have faith and 
prayer, and like the Willy’s 
always depend on family,” 
exclaimed the ringmaster at 
the conclusion of the high wire 
show. 

Ringmaster and co-founder, 
Cal “Casual Cal” DuPree, often 
gave positive messages to the 
youth in the crowd and his mes- 
sages were always well 
received. 

After the Acrobatic poodle 
show from Chile performed, 
Casual Cal made the show a 
little more interactive He 
beckoned Justin, a young audi- 
ence member front and center 
and had him play ringmaster. 
At the end of the entertaining 
portrayal of ringmaster by the 


@ 


ten year-old, Casual Cal had 
Justin thank the woman that 
arranged for him and 47 others 
to attend the show. 

Then it was back to show 
time 

With the hip-hop sounds of 
DMX reverberating through 
the big-top tent, the ringmaster 
lead the crowd in song. “Yall 
gonna make me loose my mind, 
up in here, up in here,” chanted 
youth from the stands along 
with DMX’s record “Party It 
Up.” 

DuPree and his partner 
Ce dric Walker began the circus 
endeavor seven years ago to 
offer clean, family entertain- 
ment. 

“We started this because 
there are few black family 
events in the whole-wide 
world. We wanted something 
that was ours, and we wanted 
something that was universal,” 
said Casual Cal while sitting on 
a go-cart at intermission. 

Sporting gold MC Hammer 
pants, and a broke down straw 
hat, Casual Cal played both of 
his roles — backstage director 
and in the ring he humored, 
lectured, and hosted a party. 

“We got something for 
everybody,” pledged Casual Cal 
at the begining of Act 2. 
“Everyone 30 and older, stand 
up and clap,” he directed. 

Then the lights went down, 
and “Before I Let Go” by 
Frankie Beverly and Maze 
brought parents and old heads 
to their feet. 

But the breathtaking part 
was to follow. The doors opened 
and three elephants with show- 


girls entered the intimate ring. 
The crowd was a lot more silent 
as they watched in awe as the 
elephants followed directions 
from their trainer. 

Staying on a serious note, 
the production’s finale was a 
church sermon with gospel 
music ranging from Mahalia 
Jackson to Kirk Franklin. 

“We continue to support 
this Circus not only because 
it’s an exciting show that draws 
thousands of enthusiastic view- 
ers of all ages to its big top, but 
also because it makes a positive 
econonic impact in every com- 
munity it touches,” said Leslie 
Blackmon of Honeynut 
Cheerios. This is the fourth 
consecutive year that the 
General Mills brand supported 
the circus as a sponsor. 

Because of corporate spon- 
sorship the circus was able to 
expand its schedule this year 
to a 32-city tour with more acts 

“Our expanded schedule 
reflects the growing universal 


The Art of Balance from Havanah, Cuba 


The Olate’ acrobatic poodles from 
Santiago, Chile 

appeal of our Circus, and we're 
thankful to our sponsors and 
our fans for their loyal sup- 
port,” said Walker, who serves 
as president and co-founder of 
UniverSoul Circus. 
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Bring/mail ads to: 
City News located at 
The Renaissance Towers 
111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F 
Newark, N.J. 07102 


LEGALS 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


The Housing Authority of the City of Long 
Branch (hereinafter called the authority) 
invites proposals trom qualified firms to per- 
form 


proposals from 
accounting/auditing firms will be accepted 
until 3:00 PM. (prevailing time) on Friday, 
June 8, 2000 in the Authority's Administrative 
P.O. Box 397, (Garfield Court) Long 
Branch, N.J. 07740. 
The successful firm should be prepared to 
begin by September 15, 2000 with the FY 
2000 final draft being completed for submis- 
sion to the HUD Regional inspector General 
for Audit by January 1, 2001. The audit must 
accordance with the U.S. 
Office, Standards for 


vel a st soee HUR Handbook 


the provisione of OMB Revieed Grauar A 
133, Audits of State, Local Governments and 
Non-Profit Organizations, HUD Notice PIH 
96-32, Compliance Supplement for Annual 
the Local 
authorities Fiscal Control Law 40A:5A- 
15416, and the New Jersey Administrative 
Code §31-7.6 1o 7.9. 
Interested firms should contact the. 
‘Authority's Finance Department (732) 222- 
3747 extension 116 in order to request the 
proposal package for this contract. 
No proposal shall be withdrawn for a period 
of sixty (60) days subsequent to June 9, 
written consent to the Authority. 
‘The Authority reserves the right to reject any 
and afi proposals and to waive any informali- 
tios in the proposal process. 
BY: William J. Lau, Executive Director 
$102.38 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 
LEGALS 


OFFICE SPACE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) 
The New Brunswick Housing 
lopment Authority, (the "NBHA') is 
soliciting proposals for rental of general office 
to relocate their current main offices. 
Further information about the NBHA, th 
bapa apee a 
criteria and the proposed contract can be 
obtained from the NBHA at 18 Van Dyke 
Ave., New Brunswick, New Jersey, 08901 or 
by faxing a request for information about the 
RFP for Office Space to 732-214-8805. 
Requests should be made for a copy of the 
Instruction to Proposers - RFP for Office 
‘Space. Proposals submitted without due 
regard to the Instructions to Proposers for 
RFP Space, will not be considered. 
Proposals are due at the above address 
including an original and four copies no later 
than 3:00 p.m., June 16, 2000. Envelopes 
containing the proposals should be clearly 
marked: 


Kevin Quince 
Executive Director 
$59.71 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
F. Montecalvo Contracting Co., Inc. has been 


LEGALS 


CHARLES A. REDDICK, Attorney for 


Petitioner, whose address is P.O. Box 515, 


copy of the Patition is attached to this 
‘Summons or if this Summons is served by 
publication, a copy df the Petition can be 
obtained from the Clerk of this Court during 
business hours. 


This is a Summons requiring you to be in 
Court.» If you fail to come to Court as 
required, you may beheld in Contempt of 
Court and punished accordingly. 


A rule is in hearing on Motion for 
Discovery, Motion for Appointment of 
Counsel and Motion to Extend in this matter 
is scheduled for the 23rd day of May, 2000 at 

at the Law Enforcement 
Center/Jail Courtroom, 111 Roswell Road, 
Valdosta, Georgia. 


The Final Hearing in this matter is sched- 
uled for the 18th day of July, 2000 at 3:00 
o'clock p.m, at the Law Enforcement 
Center/Jail Borer 111 Roswell Road, 
Valdosta, Geor 


Now, Mais you the party named 
above, are commanded to be and appear on 
the date and time stated above and to remain 
in attendance from hour to hour, day to day, 
month to month, year to year and time to 
time, as said case may be continued, and 
until discharged by the Court , and you are 


awarded the 1999 Drainage 
No. Waackaack Creek area, Borough of 
Keansburg Project. We are currently seeking 
proposals from /MBE/SBE 
Subcontractors and suppliers. The project 
consists of 8,000 LF of 15 IN to 30 IN RCP, 
4,000 tons BSBC and 4,000 tons of BCSC. 
We are looking for landscaping subcontrac- 
tors, street sweepers, pipe suppliers, and all 
other applicable material suppliers. We are 
an equal opportunity employer who welcome 
all experienced constructionvclerical appli- 
cants to our firm. Phone (732) 293-0898 Fax 
EE o ict al Hess oe 
Compliance Officer ext 
$37.35 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


The Housing Authority of the City of Long 
Branch (hereinafter called the authority) 
invites proposals from qualified firms to per- 
form accounting services over a one year 
period beginning October 1, 
‘September 30, 2001. Only sealed proposals 
from qualified professional accounting firms 
will be accepted until 3:00 PM. (prevailing 
time) on Friday, June 9, 2000 

's Administrative Offices, P.O. Box 
337, (Garfield Court) Long Branch, NJ 
07740. 


Interested firms should contact the 
Authority's Finance Department (732) 222- 
4344, extension 116 in order to request the 
proposal package for this contract. 
No proposal shall be withdrawn for a period 
of sixty (60) days subsequent to June 9, 
2000 without written consent to the Authority. 
The Authority reserves the right to reject any 
‘or all proposals and to waive any informali- 
ties in the proposal process, | 
BYWilliam J, Lau, Executive Director 


$56.31 


ADVERTISE 


IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF LOWNDES 
COUNTY 


STATE OF GEORGIA 


IN THE MATTER OF : 


Lw. 
Juvenile Case No.: 092-98-19 
DOB 02/11/91 
GENDER: Female 
LW. 
Juvenile Case No.: 092-984-21 
DOB: 07/09/92 

l: MALE 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS 


TO: ROSSILAND WHITE and the 
unknown biological fathers 

You are hereby notified that the above- 
styled action seeking to terminate your 
parental rights and place custody of said chil- 
dren with the Georgia Department of Human 
Resources, acting through the Lowndes 
County Department of Family and Children 
said Court on 


by the Court on February 29, 2000, you are 
hereby commanded and required to file with 
the Clerk of Said Court and serve upon 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HUMAN RESOURCES 
VICE PRESIDENT 


human resource and organizational concer: 


Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ, a faith-based Social 


recruit- 


lay any and all 
aside and to be and appear before the 
Juvenile Court of Lowndes County, Georgia, 
located at the Law Enforcement Center/Jail 
Courtroom, on the date and time specified in 
this Summons, and you the said parent, 
guardian or legal custodian are likewise 
hereby commanded to be and appear with 
the aforesaid children in said Court at the 
times and place herein stated, each of you 
then and there to make defense thereto and 


‘with according to the provision of law. 


Should you fail to appear at the above- 
mentioned hearing, the Order entered pur- 
suant to the hearing will be made the Final 
Order of the Court 

In accordance with O.C.G.A. 15-11-83(b), 
you are hereby notified that these proceed- 
ings and the hearings specified herein are for 
the purpose of terminating your parental 
rights. 


TO THE PARENT: AN ORDER TERMI- 
NATING THE PARENTAL RIGHTS OF A 
PARENT TERMINATES ALL HIS RIGHTS 
AND OBLIGATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
THE CHILD AND ALL RIGHTS AND OBLIG- 


THE PROCEEDINGS. O.C.G.A 15-11-81 
You are @ntitied to counsel in these pro- 
ceedings. Should you be unable to afford 
counsel, counsel will be appointed for you. 
WITNESS the Honorable O. Wayne 
Ellerbee, Judge of Juvenile Court, on this 16 
day of May, 2000, 
Clerk, Juvenile Court of 
Lowndes County, Georgia 


$250.81 


ADVERTISEMENT AND NOTICE TO BIDDERS 


Notice is hereby given, that sealed proposals for 
sealers and Masonry 
Repairs at 31 Early Street, will be received by The 
Morrisiown Housing Authority on Wednesday, 
June 14, 2000 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time, at 31 
Early Street, Morristown New Jersey 07940. Said 
bids shall be publicly opened and read aloud. 


Replacement of Joint 


The Project generally includes the removal and 
lants joints at all exterior 
doors, windows, copings, relieving angels, expan- 
sion and control joints and repairs to the masonry 


replacement of seal 


facad 


Plans and Specifications may be obtained at the 


Repairs at 31 Early Street’ 
delivered or mailed to the Authority offices at the 
It is the Bidder's respon- 
sibility to assure that their bid is received by the 
Authority by the time and date established above. 


address set forth above. 


The Housing Authority reserves the right to reject b. 
any or all bids, or withhold award for sixty (60) 

Bp share date chopenng ete How to 
Each bid must be accompanied by a certiied |] contact 


check, cash or bid bond in the amount ot ten per. 
cant (10 %) of the bid as a guarantee that, in case 
the contract is awarded to the Bidder, they will, 
within fourteen (14) days thereatter, execute such 


Such Bidder shail forfeit the deposit as liquidated 


damages 


ach bid must also 
Gentificate of 


furnish a Performance 


BY ORDER OF THE MORRISTOWN HOUSING 


AUTHORITY. 


David Gardner 
Executive Director 


be accompanied by a 
Consent of Surety ftom a bonding 
‘company licensed to do business in the State of 
New Jersey, guaranteeing that if the proposal of 
the bidder be accepted, the bonding company will 
and Payment Bond in the 
full amount of the Contract Amount 


$123.25 


Full-time 
Students 


with excellent communications skills 
Should be interested in 

veloping work experience 

„Send your resume to: 


LL Mulberry Street, Suite 1F 


or fax to: (973) 642-5: 


Newark, NJ 07102 
444. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Epucation PROGRAM 


DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST 1 & 2 
dhood Education 


of Early CI 


Positions) 


loyee 


tlonbeneft plan ‘employee performance review, 


loyment lay 


offers a competitive salary and benefits, and is an EO 
loyer. To apply, fax and send a resume and latter 


of interest to: 
President/CEO 
Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey 
120 Route 156, Yardville, NJ 08620 
Fax 609-585-0511 


assistance, dafine model programs ar 
havelop, reviewing literature, plan workshops and 


seeking 


aspects of operations, 


nd strategies; 


pelivery of essential 

licas to support early childhood! 
ha Abbot 

Fary Childhood 
jpstructional or 


sanicas, e.g., social and health sor- 
programs and services in 


irements: 
and elgble for a NJ Standard 
Cerificate 


[num of 5 years oxp. Ina econ devi o ober aAa 
Insttution experience 


Degree in 


with other agencies. Mi 


HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PLAINFIELD, 
PLAINFIELD, NJ 


The cake ait Soars of twisters w 
candidates pot ot 
Erectile Oiroodi redid be Poporate for al 
including but not limited to 


and a drive to get things done; collaborative outlook 


degree in public administration, social science or other 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


for th 


'e a four-year college 


Lusveduca 


SOCIAL WORK 


FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY COORDINATOR 


Public Agency seeks Coordinator to develop program 
to assist in the selection and training of public housing 


daycaı 


Excell, benefit package. 


ie 
333 Passaic St., Passaic, NJ 07055-5896 
Atin.: Sandra Ortiz 


Equal Opportunity Employer 


oueing counseling, 
‘etc, Must have computer skills. Background in social 
work or low income housing administration a plus. 


OPERATOR 


ator. An S-t Ii 


rove 
Elizabeth, NJ 07202 


ADVERTISE 


in the 


CITY NEWS 


CALL 


973-642-4400 


PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT We Ble all 
mas 1 


Po Box 500, rei won tt 


WASTEWATER TREATMENT 


An Affirmative Actiov/Equal Opportunity Employer 
MFON 


fessional employment 


i as its Secretary/Treasurer 


five pub- 
lic administration, public finance, realty or similar pro- 
masters 

priate program may substitute for two years of that 

ecutive Director -reports 1o a 
Board of Commissioners and serves 
For consideration, send a 
letter of interest with current resume and salary 
son, Housing Authority of 


plications will be accepted until 


degree in an appro- 


ld, New 


pening or experienced wasiavate ireaimont o 
lice 


i be wiling to 


work on rotating shift as ovata ‘Excelent Salary 
and benefit package. Send resume to 
jesources, Joint Meeting, 500 South First St., 


tor of 


City News is looking for 


and Photographers — 


Fax your resume to 973-642-5444 


Degree 
or related fiel 


eos pat tod 
ERSONNEL DIRECTOR 


NEW JERSEY. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
REFERENCES N-00-094-F06 


PO BOX 509, TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500 
vw. State nj us education 


HEALTHCARE TRAINING 


Euston, in asso. with Cond 
Biling/Coding slaning soon 


For registration call (908) 527-2161 
For info call 800-441-8748 


Advertise 


EDITORIAL 
(973) 642-4400 


FAX 
(973) 642-5444 


E-MAIL 
Citynews1 @msn.com 


laster’ 
arineraten, Busness Admicisraton, Accounting 
ld. ion of a valid 


2000. Applications 
ior ory dala wl B consi dored pose 


TRAIN for accelerated, low cost course in the dynam- 
ic healthcare field! Kean University Continuing 
jensed Curriculum Int'l. 

offering an affordable short term eve. course in 


Fax legals to: 
973-642-5444 
24 hours a day 


LEGALS 


in the City News 


Analyzes rele 


ADVERTISE 


files. Assists in the creation and maintenance of a State | 


ing à highly skilled 
sb daaar a py en KONSA 
Analysis system. Requirements: 


college or 
ic, Administration, Education, 
ive Years of experience 


PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 


NEW JERSEY T DEPAETHENT OE OF EDUCATION 
0 BOE son THEN 


"280 
www. siate.njus/education 


stical Analyst 


wie Meme and Credentials 


oyun data. sorry database 


RSOMNEL DIRECTOR 


Pel 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
ENCES N-00-08; 


REFERENCEG N- 
0 BOX 500, TRENTON, MJ tan -isoo 
wore state.aj.us/educati 


City News B8 


City Sports 


May 24 — May 30, 2000 


By Gee Moore 
A new day 
dawns on an 


old knight 


Poor Bobby Knight, it appears 
that the volatile Indiana Universi- 
ty head basketball coach has a 
problem controlling his temper 
when he’s right. 

On its face, that remark may 
smack of hubris and arrogance, 
but that statement essentially 
represents the rationale which 
Knight put forth last week in sup- 
port of his feeble apology of sorts. 
For his various misdeeds, Knight 
ultimately received a three game 
suspension and a $30K fine, a vir- 
tual slap on the wrist for a man 
who reportedly earns over $1 mil- 
lion dollars a year. 

re importantly, the Knight 
controversy illustrates the enor- 
mous power which a successful 
college coach can amass and even- 
tually abuse. 

During his 29 seasons at Indi- 
ana University, Bobby Knight 
managed to compel the Indiana 
University community to embrace 
a form of 


Blacks have a showing at Kentucky Derby 


LOUISVILLE, KY — Marlon 
St. Julien recently became the 
first black jockey in 79 years to 
race in the Kentucky Derby Festi- 
val. He placed seventh and rode 
Curule, a 50-to-1 long shot, 
according to a recent report in Jet 
magazine. 

Meanwhile William E. Sum- 
mers IV was the chairman for the 
board of the Kentucky Derby Fes- 
tival. He’s the second black to 
chair the event; his father, 
William E. Summers was the first. 

It was a time when black jock- 
eys dominated the Kentucky 
Derby early on. According to Jet, 
13 of the 15 riders ‘in the first 
Derby held in 1875 were black. 
And they won 15 of the Derby’s 
first 28 runnings. St. Julien 
accomplished something that has 
not be2n done since 1921 — to com- 
pete in the prestigious Kentucky 
Derby. 

St Julien, who won his first 
career title ride in 1997 at Lone 
Starr Park in Texas, set a record 
earning $1.7 million. Last year his 
feat of winning 165 races earned 
him more than $5.1 callin! i e 


won three victories at Churchill 
Downs and has all but quieted 
people who thought he could not 


excel in thẹ white-dominated 


NUE-TV signs pact to 
broadcast black athletics 


WASHINGTON, DC - New 
Urban Entertainment Television 
Shas TV) announced a three- 


because he has in fact evolved into 
a sacred cow. Don't believe it? 
Just venture into Indiana and wit- 
ness the emotions which are 
inflamed at the mere suggestion 
or hint that Knight should: be 
fired. Recently, I was watching 
some students at Ball State in 
Indiana protesting against the 
prospect of a Knight firing. 

The fact of the Hate is that 
Bobby Knight enjoys an extraordi- 
nary reservoir of goodwill within 
the State of Indiana. Indiana 

Knight’s cognizance of his sta- 
tus as an Indiana icon is precisely 
the reason why all this talk of him 
being a man of integrity, and per- 
sonal honor is a bunch of bunk. 
Knight is a sham and an unmiti- 
gated hypocrite because it is clear 
that his recognition of his popular- 
ity has emboldened him to behave 
in an increasingly boorish man- 
ner. Knight knew that even if he 
threw a chair during a game, that 
they wouldn’t touch the cow. 
Knight knew that even if he 
kicked, headbutted or choked a 
player, they couldn’t touch the 
cow. Knight recognized that even 
if he waved soiled toilet paper in 
the faces of his young athletes, 
they couldn’t touch him. Knight is 
a hypocrite because for a ka 
exhortations about the impo 
of academics, for all of his bl Sse 
ings regarding the importance 
emphasizing the “student” part of 
the term “student-athlete,” he 
knew that the basketball program 
was the most revered organiza- 
tional entity at Indiana Universi- 
ty. And Knight knew that by 
extension, that fact made him the 
most important guy at the Univer- 
sity. Knight not only knew it, he 
exploited it, he abused it. For 
nearly 29 years, Knight behaved 
like the 800 pound gorilla for rea- 
sons which contradict his public 
stance that college athletics 
should always remain subservient 
to the higher mission of a college 
or ee 

ever, when Knight's 
vehte diminished the dignity of 
Indiana University, for some rea- 
son he expected and received spe- 
cial treatment which he would 
have never extended to a sharp 
shooting player who attempted to 
leverage his talent to avoid going 
to class of following other rules. 
However, during his many 
as a head coach at Indiana, Knight 
knew that as long as he won, he 
could get away with almost any- 
thing. And for 29 years, he has. 

In defense of the sacred cow, 
Knight defenders like to cite the 
fact that he’s never broken any 
NCAA rules. Unfortunately the 
NCAA does not regulate dignity, 
humility and decency, because if it 
did, Bob Knight would have lost 
his job a long time ago. 

By the time this column hits 
the newsstands, Michael Jordan 
will have hired St. Johns head 
coach Mike Jarvis to help turn 
around the long suffering Wash- 
ington Wizards. Excellent choice. 
Jarvis has the uncanny ability to 
relate to and engender the respect 
of young athletes, Since the flood 
of early entry candidates is turn- 
ing the NBA into a younger 
league, this ability to relate is crit- 
ically important if coaches are to 
succeed and motivate these 
younger players. A Washington- 
ian for eight years as.the head 
coach of George Washington Uni- 
versity between 1990-98, Jarvis 
should step in and again become a 
fixture in the DC spor 


year agreement with the Mid- 
alera Aiete, Clinfekencasts 
e the “exclusive urban ethnic 
content distributor” of televised 
football and basketball games 
and other sports programming. 
NUE-TV, a subsidiary of Space 
Station TeleVision, will launch 
this summer and begin this affil- 
iation in September by airing 
the MEAC Football Game of the 
Week. 

“Our agreement with MEAC 
is the essence of what NUE-TV. 
will be all about — providing high 
quality television programming 
for people of color,” Robert 
Townsend, chief operating offi- 
cer of NUE-TV and SSTV. 

“Through its top-notch ath- 
Ìetic programs, outstanding stu- 
dent-athletes and strong acad 
mic program, MEAC schools 
have consistently demonstrated 
a commitment to e 


vately funded institutions was 
founded in the mid-1800s. 
MEAC schools have approxi- 
mately 2,700 male and female 
student-athletes participating in 
intercollegiate athletics. MEAC 
schools have almost 70,000 stu- 
dents currently enrolled and 
more than 300,000 degreed 

“We are excited about the 
agreement,” said MEAC Com- 
missioner Charles S. Harris, a 
Hampton University graduate 
entering his fifth year at the 
elm of the conference. “For our 
viewers, this is the fulfillment of 
a significant programming void 
for African Americans. For 
MEAC, it is an opportunity to be 
affiliated with a first-class orga- 
nization with an initiative that 
extends our reach to fans of 
high-quality African American 
sports and programming,” 

Under Harris’ leadership, 
MEAC has garnered the support 
of a bevy of corporate sponsors 


added Townsend, a graduate of 
Howard University, a MEAC 
institution. “Achieving excel- 
lence is also the goal of NUE-TY, 
which makes this an ideal part- 
nership.” 

MEAC is Division I confer- 
ence based in Greensboro, NC. 
Its 11 members i re pin 
Bethune-Cookman, 

State, Delaware Stats, Florida 

&M, Hampton University, 
Howard University, Maryland 
Eastern Shore, Morgan State, 
Norfolk State, North Carolina 
ART State and South Carolina 
State. Steeped in tradition, this 
group of state-supported and pri- 


Black d 


By Chelsea J. Carter 


IRVINE, Calif. (AP) — David 
Francis Jr. is breaking track 
records - and racial barriers. 

The black driver who once 
used racing to help keep him out 
of gangs is now trying to win 
over CART sponsors and fans in 
a sport long dominated by 
whites. 

“Tm not just knocking on the 
door trying to get in to this club. 
Tm banging at it so hard, even- 
tually I'm going to knock. it 
down,” he said. 

In the three major U.S. rac- 
ing circuits NASCAR's Winston 
pe CART and the Indy Racing 

League — there are only a hand- 
falfof Wael and “Arnerican.- bern 
Hispanic drivers who have raced 
consistently, including NASCAR 
Hall of Famer Wendell Scott and 
Willy T. Ribbs, who has driven in 

"ART. 


of America, 
Nike, U.S. Airways, and Coca 
Cola to name a few. 

“This agreement gives what 
we believe is the preeminent 
African American sports confer- 
ence the type of visibility that no 
one else has ever had,” said Har- 
ris who has more than 25 years 
of athletic administration expe- 
rience. 

NUE-TV, which will launch 
on cable, digital cable and direct 
satellite television this summer, 
provides world-class news, 
sports, entertainment and infor- 
mation services to and far 
African Americans and other 
people of color. 


er breaking racial barriers 


Aware of the lack of diversity 
in motorsports, racing circuits 
are taking steps to court black 
drivers. Last year, CART created 
a driver development program to 
promote minority participation, 

Although Francis had only 
been racing professionally for a 
few years, he caught CART’s 
attention with his performance 
in the 1998 Barber Dodge Pro 
Series, setting track records in 
Sebring, Fla., and Phoenix, Ariz. 
He finished the season fourth 
out of 108 drivers. 

“He stood out from a poten- 
tial talent standpoint” said Ron 
Richards, CART’s vice president 
of communications. ‘And 
because sponsors are so pes 
tant to our business, we also 
think this is a guy who could 
effectively represent the compa- 


ut the diversity program 
aia t help Francis come up with 
the $1.1 million in sponsorship 
money needed to run a car in the 
next step up _ the Toyota 
Atlantic Pro Series. 

As a result, the 26-year-old 
Francis has spent much of the 
season sitting on the sideline, 
trying to raise enough money to 
be able to compete in the last 
half of this season. 

“It’s difficult to raise spon- 
sors in this sport no matter who 
you are,” he said. “But I think a 
Ist of sponsors think there are no 

African-American racing fans 
because they don’t see them at 
the track. 

“For many years, a lot of 
African-Americans felt they 
weren't invited, especially when 
you had these fans walking 
around with Confederate flags,” 
he said. “But I know there are 
African-American fans. Pm one 
of them.” 


sport. 

Summers IV is hoping that 
more blacks begin to look at horse 
racing as a lucrative profession. 


Fis alt reece aaa aia en 
chair of the Derby’s Festival Foun: 
dation, the non-profit link of the 
Kentucky Derby 


The Garden State High 
School and College and 
Men’s unlimited 
Sunday Double Header 


Wood Bat League now in its sec- 
ond season is registering full teams 
and individual players for its sum- 
mer league, which starts May 25. 
All entered teams will get free entry 
into two of our nationally adver- 
tised New Jersey Wéod Bat Tour- 
naments, The league also includes 
a League all-star showcase game 
scheduled to be played in the St. 
Louis Cardinals “Single A” profes- 
sional stadium Skylands Park. 
Over 300 Professional scouts will 
be notified, provided access to the 
team schedules and invited to 
attend the showcase game. For 
more information please contact us 
by email at gsabi2000@ aol.com or 
call John at (732) 750-5508. 


INTRODUCTORY GYMNASTICS 
COURSE 


The Monmouth County Park Sys- 
tem invites youngsters ages 6-10 
to “Introduction to Gymnastics" on 
Saturday, May 6-27 at the Shrews- 
bury Gymnastics School on Broad 
Str. in Shrewsbury. Parents will be 
notified in advance with the exact 
class time. Students will be intro- 
duced to basic gymnastic events 
and the trampoline. The fee for the 
course is $34, and registration is 
required. For more information or 
to register, call the Park System 
(732) 842_4000. 


PHOENIX SUNS RODNEY ROGERS 
WINS NBA SIXTH MAN AWARD 


NBA's “Sixth Man Award” this year 
went to Phoenix Suns forward Rodney 
Rogers, who averaged 13.8 points 
and 5.5 rebounds coming off the 
bench. He earned 86 percent of the 
votes as the league's most notable 
sixth man, a very important role. He 


played in all 82 games of the season. 


Has A 12 Yea 


212-234-3400 


JACOB JAVITS 


CONVENTION CENTER 


BLACK Expo Y= 


Track Record Of Helping Businesses Grow. 
» Reserve Your Booth Today! 


